Moses – BC Youth Conference 2017

Part Two – 10
“Esteeming the Reproach of Christ Greater Riches”

SECTION 6 - Exodus 7 – 11

1. Fill in the chart below (where applicable):
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“that you may know that I am Yahweh”

1a. Referring to your chart, what consistent command to Pharaoh highlighted the immediate purpose of the plagues?  Was this simply to provide a national freedom?

b. How does this correspond to the intent for which we are freed from sin’s bondage?

2a. Referring to your chart, what did God desire that the Egyptians come to acknowledge, as revealed in the stated purposes of the plagues?

b. By executing judgment “against all the gods of Egypt” (Ex. 12:12), what would Yahweh cause the Egyptians to concede about these gods?

3. Why were the judgments against Egypt’s gods just as important for Yahweh to demonstrate to His own people (Ezek. 20:5-9)?  What did the children of Israel need to come to realize (and teach to the subsequent generations) from the wonders wrought in Egypt (Ex. 10:2; Dt. 4:35)?

4a. How do your answers to the above questions reflect God’s intention for His creation and ultimate purpose for the whole earth (Num. 14:21; Hab. 2:14)?

b. If we are to be a part of that eternal purpose, what do we need to come to an understanding of (Jn. 17:3)?  To that end, what has been shown/revealed to us (Jn. 20:30-31)?

5a. Though Egypt initially recognized Yahweh’s decisive victory over her gods, what do passages such as Jer. 43:12 & 46:25 indicate about any lasting effect on the idolatry of Egypt?

b. Although “Israel saw the great work which Yahweh had done in Egypt” (Ex. 14:31), what quickly became apparent?  See Ex. 32; Jsh. 24:23; Ezek. 20:15-16; Acts 7:39-40.

6a. (Optional) However, God’s plan and purpose cannot be frustrated.  List the series of plagues He has been executing upon this earth in recent centuries, to consummate the destruction of idolatry, and ultimately fill the earth with the knowledge of His glory (Rev. 15:1,6-7; Rev. 16).

b. (Optional) What effect should these recent plagues and “mighty wonders” in the nations have on us who are called to be spiritual Israel?

c. What idols of Egypt might you be clinging to, or have returned to, as we live at the threshold of the greater deliverance (Ezek. 14:3-8)?  What do you need to do about it?

Exodus 7:7-13 – “Show a miracle for yourselves”

1a. When Moses and Aaron first met with Pharaoh (Ex. 5:1-4), they conveyed Yahweh’s demand to let His people go.  What was Pharaoh’s state of enlightenment at that time (v2)?

b. Did God immediately bring upon Pharaoh the consequence of Ex. 4:23?  Does it appear that Pharaoh had even been given this warning at all, in the first encounter?  Why or why not?

c. Time passed, and Moses and Aaron went before Pharaoh a second time.  How did the miracle they performed address the issue raised in Ex. 5:2?

d. Was Pharaoh threatened with any consequence in this second encounter?

e. What do we learn about the character of God?

2. (v9) The Hebrew word rendered “serpent” is used throughout the O.T. for a sea or land monster.  How is the word translated in Ezek. 32:2, and who is represented by the creature in this passage?  In the miracle of Ex. 7:12, what was God demonstrating to Pharaoh?

3a. Resisting Moses, the magicians contest the power of the God of heaven!  What were the names of two of Pharaoh’s magicians according to 2 Tim. 3:8?

b. The magicians of Moses’ day used secret arts and enchantments as pretenses for having the power of God.  How does this compare to those who resist the truth in the last days (2 Tim. 3:5-6)?  What effect can these types of individuals have on members of the ecclesia?

c. Though their works are cunning and deceptive, what assurance does Paul give in v9?

d. What urgent counsel does Paul give us concerning 1) our affiliation with such who oppose the truth, and 2) what to carefully follow (v10) so as to not fall prey to their influence?

4a. Describe what might have been the thoughts of Moses and Aaron, and Pharaoh, as they saw Aaron’s rod become a serpent?

b. What might each of them have thought as they saw the magicians “replicate” the act? …and upon seeing Aaron’s rod definitively swallow up the other rods?

Exodus 7:14-25 – “He turned their waters into blood”

1a. As the first of many plagues commences, what principle emerges concerning the responsibility that Pharaoh now bears, having had the will of God revealed to him (Ex. 7:14,16)?  What was God now justified in requiring of Pharaoh?

b. How can this principle be applied to us, whether young or old, as we learn the truth of God’s purpose and His righteous requirements?

2a. What does the word “enchantments” mean in v22, and what does this indicate about the manner in which the magicians attempted to prove that Egypt’s gods were equally powerful?

Strong’s Number: 3909
Meaning:

b. By contrast, how did God demonstrate His signs and wonders in the land of Egypt (v20)?

3a. The Nile was the lifeblood of Egypt – every aspect of life depended upon its resources.  Describe the practical outworking of such a devastating plague upon the daily lives of the Egyptians.

b. Referring to your chart, how would the Egyptians see this plague as an affront to their gods?

Exodus 8:1-15 – “Their land abounded with frogs”

1. (v1-6) Ex. 8 indicates that the frogs were on and into everything.  What further description is given in Ps. 78:45?  Describe your vision of the effect of this second plague.

2. (v8) As with the first plague, the magicians “did so with their enchantments.”  And yet, from whom did Pharaoh seek relief from the frogs?  Though he didn’t want to verbalize it, what did Pharaoh infer by his imploration?

3a. (v8) For the first time, to what did Pharaoh finally acquiesce?

b. Did he fulfill his promise?  On what three other occasions did he make the same indication, and did he follow through in each case (e.g. Ex. 8:28)?

c. From his experiences with his own gods, why might Pharaoh think he could get away with not honoring his commitment?

d. How do the words of Psalm 52 apply to this situation?  What is the exhortation for us, both in warning and in comfort of hope?

4. (v9) What offer did Moses make to Pharaoh?  How would this further demonstrate God’s power and control of the plagues?

5a. (vs. 12-13) Moses cried out to Yahweh, and “Yahweh did according to the word of Moses.”  What affect would this direct answer to prayer have on Moses?

b. In what similar manner has God promised to work in our lives (Jn. 14:13; Jas. 5:16-18)?

Exodus 8:16-19 – “All the dust of the land became lice”

1a. Look up the meaning of the word for “lice” – what kind of insect plagued Egypt at this time?

Strong’s Number: 3654
Meaning:

“The priests shave their bodies all over every other day to guard against the presence of lice, or anything else equally unpleasant, while they are about their religious duties…” (The Histories, Herodotus, Penguin Classics (third edition), 1996).

b. Why would this plague have been of particular embarrassment to the priests of Egypt, as well as causing extreme discomfort to everyone?

2a. (v19) What did the magicians finally have to confess?  How did this harmonize with God’s desire in sending the plagues?  What was beginning to happen in the court of Pharaoh?

b. The magicians had thought that if they could disprove God’s existence, obedience to Him could not be required.  How do you see this same spirit existing today, whether taught in the classroom or discussed among colleagues/acquaintances?

c. The response of his magicians provided a critical crossroads for Pharaoh – only he could decide what his response would be!  How did his reaction testify to his own personal character?

Exodus 8:20-32 – “He sent swarms of flies among them”

1a. (v22) For the first time, what did God say he would do for this plague, and why?

b. Refer to your chart – was this also true of the remaining plagues?

c. (v23) What does the phrase “make a difference” mean?  What was being revealed to Pharaoh?

Strong’s Number: 6304
Meaning:

2. What is the meaning of the word “swarms” (see also Gesenius’)?  How do you envision the swarms “corrupting” (v24) the land (cp. Ps. 78:45)?

Strong’s Number: 6157
Meaning:

3a. (v25) What compromise did Pharaoh propose, and how would this have satisfied his desire?

b. To what was Moses referring in the phrase “the abomination of the Egyptians” (e.g. Gen. 46:34)?

c. Was Moses trying to use this as a good excuse to persuade Pharaoh?  What principle can be found in his reply in v27?  How does this apply to us?

4a. Did Moses appear timid, uncertain, and fearful before Pharaoh?  What characteristics do you notice in Moses during this discourse, from the statements he makes?

b. What spiritual transformation was occurring in Moses, which would continue to be manifested in passages such as Ex. 8:29 & 10:9,25-26?  How could a lowly shepherd speak in such a manner to the monarch of the greatest empire in the world?!

c. How has God answered the excuse of Moses in Ex. 4:10?  What had God assured him in Ex. 4:11-12, that He has been able to achieve in Moses?

d. What can we learn from Moses (e.g. Rom. 8:31)?

Exodus 9:1-7 – “a very severe pestilence”

“Murrain itself is a contagious disease among cattle, the symptoms of which are: the hanging down and swelling of the head, abundance of gum in the eyes, rattling in the throat, difficulty of breathing, palpitation of the heart, staggering, hot breath, shining tongue, all of which are indicative of general inflammation.”  (The Book of Exodus Expositor, p. 125)

1. How would the effect of the pestilence impact day-to-day life for the Egyptians?  What effect would this plague have had on a society of people who worshiped livestock and many other animals?

2. (v7) His magicians having been rendered useless, Pharaoh “sent” for a report from Goshen.  What was he hoping to find, and why?  And yet, what did his findings further drive him to do?

Exodus 9:8-12 – “boils that break out in sores”

1a. (vs. 8,10) Referring to your chart, who until now had been the primary operator of the signs and wonders done by God in the land of Egypt?  What transition occurred in this sixth plague that would continue until Israel was brought out of Egypt?

b. Describe the development of character and faith that had occurred in Moses to bring about this change.  How did the repeated demonstrations of God’s authority and control of these great wonders help to build Moses’ personal faith?

c. How had God used Aaron to help develop Moses?

d. What lessons can you identify from the spiritual development of Moses, and the spiritual companionship of Aaron?

“No doubt Moses was comforted within.  There is assurance for all of us in the signs of God at work in the world around us… but the greater strength comes when a man becomes sure that God has been at work in his own life, in his own heart.”  (Moses My Servant, p. 40)

2. Why do you think the magicians are singled out in v11?

3. (v12) For the first time since Moses and Aaron appeared before Pharaoh, who does the record now say had hardened Pharaoh’s heart?

Exodus 9:13-35 – “He gave them hail for rain”

1a. (vs. 20-21) What had some of Pharaoh’s servants come to realize by now?  Like with the magicians, how did this again partially fulfill what God intended to accomplish with the plagues?

b. Why, for the first time, were the Egyptians given a choice as to whether the plague would affect them or not?  What does this teach us about God (Ezek. 18:23,32; 33:11)?

c. What was God willing to extend to these Egyptians, and upon what condition?  How does this same principle apply to us?

d. Those who heard the warning could choose whether to take heed, and had only a short time to prepare for what was to come.  What initial choice do you have concerning the promised “tomorrow,” and what relevant and necessary preparations are you making before it arrives?

e. What will be the result for those who “feared” and for those who “did not regard”?

2. Describe your vision of the destruction caused by the hail and fire (cp. Ps. 105:32-33).

3. (vs. 27-28) For the first time, Pharaoh made remarkable statements!  What did he:

a. confess?

b. acknowledge (note: previously, he had only recognized God’s existence!)?

c. petition?

d. commit to doing?

4. Where are the concluding words of v29 echoed later in Exodus, and in the Psalms?  What is the context of each reference?  What is the hope given to God’s people, and what is to become of great men like Pharaoh?

5. (v30) How could Moses make such a confident declaration?

6. (v34) Besides Pharaoh, who also hardened their hearts?

Exodus 10:1-20 – “young locusts without number”

1a. (v7) The impact of the hail was felt – Pharaoh’s servants approached him after he again refused to let Israel go.  In their first question, besides showing contempt for Moses, how were they in effect challenging Pharaoh?

b. Next, what did they tell Pharaoh to do?

c. Finally, what does their last question imply about their perception of Pharaoh’s good sense in decision-making?

d. Egypt considered each Pharaoh to be a _____, and not a mere man.  Therefore, what is significant about the manner in which Pharaoh’s servants approached him in v7?

e. What had driven them to talk to Pharaoh in this way?  How was God gaining honor over Pharaoh and the Egyptians?

2. How does the RSV render v10?  Was Pharaoh concerned for Israel’s personal safety?  What was he saying?

3. Pharaoh again refused to let Israel go, and the plague of locusts ensues.  How do you envision the extent of the devastation caused by this destructive mass?

4. (vs. 16-17) Like his response to the previous plague, what did Pharaoh again confess to Moses?  What did he seek?

Exodus 10:21-29 – “darkness which may even be felt”

1. (vs. 21-22) Imagine – your crops are decimated; your animals (a key source of food and labor) have all perished, together with your servants; your body is struggling to recover from the onslaught of lice, flies and boils.  As you now sit in darkness for three whole days with no sense of time, what might your thoughts be, and what might you discuss with those in your household?

2a. (v23) The children of Israel had light, while the Egyptian world was shrouded in darkness.  What is the echo from the first chapter of Genesis?

b. What is the spiritual significance for true sons and daughters of God, as seen in Creation and in Egypt?  What dichotomy are we reminded of, and what is our source of light (Ps. 119:130)?

c. Having been given light in our dwellings, what responsibility do we bear (Mt. 5:14-16)?

3. (v28) As a final token of his increasing desperation, what did Pharaoh threaten Moses with?

Exodus 11:1-10 – “I will bring yet one more plague”

1. What did God declare to Moses in v1?  How was this different than previous introductions to each plague?

2a. (v3) When had Moses previously been very great in the eyes of Egypt?  What are some of the major differences between that time and now (e.g. Moses’ character, God’s involvement, etc.)?

b. Who did Moses desire that the Egyptians (and Israel) esteem as “very great”?  Did he ever use the sending or rescinding of the plagues as a means to exalt himself?

3. (v5) What do firstborn represent in Scripture (e.g. Gen. 49:3; Ps. 78:51 & 105:36)?  By striking the firstborn, what was God indicating to Pharaoh and the people of Egypt?

4. (v5) What justice would be recompensed to Egypt from Ex. 1:22?

5a. (v8) The culmination of Moses’ appearances to Pharaoh ended – he went out “in great anger.”  What does the word “great” mean?

Strong’s Number: 2750
Meaning:

Root word:
Strong’s Number: 2734
Meaning:

b. The Hebrew words for “great anger” are used in passages such as Dt. 29:24, 1 Sam. 20:34, and Lam. 2:3.  Who demonstrated anger of such intensity in each case, and why?

c. How was Moses’ anger a reflection of God’s (Ps. 78:49-50) and similar to that of our Lord in Mk. 3:5?

Closing Questions (please use additional paper)
1.  Research and discuss God’s purpose with Pharaoh, and the hardening of his heart:

a. What character did Pharaoh manifest throughout the plagues (e.g. Ex. 18:11; Neh. 9:10)?

b. What sins did he commit, for which he was responsible and held accountable (e.g. Ex. 8:29; 9:17,27,34; 10:3,16)?

c. Was Pharaoh operating against his own will?  How are we to reconcile this with God’s raising him up for a specific purpose (cp. Rom. 9:17-18)?

d. Why did God not raise up a Pharaoh who would immediately comply with His will?

e. Why did God not wait to remove each plague until Pharaoh followed through with the commitment to let the people go?

f. Why was God justified in hardening Pharaoh’s heart after five plagues?  What aspects of His character had God manifested to Pharaoh time and again?

g. What right do we have to question who God has selected for His purposes, whether for glory or destruction (cp. Rom. 9:19-22)?

h. What warning is there for us if we persist in sin?

i. Considering your answers to the above questions, summarize how God hardened Pharaoh’s heart.

These additional verses may help to stimulate your thinking: Ps. 58:3; Prv. 16:4, 21:1; Is. 6:9-10 (cp. Mt. 13:14-15; Mk. 4:12; Lk. 8:10; Jn. 12:40; Acts 28:26-27; Rom. 11:8); Rom. 1:24-28; 2 Thess. 2:11-13, Acts 15:18.

“It is this capacity of God to look inside the human heart and to discern accurately its true moral worth that alone explains the justice of His facilitating its progress in the direction of its choice – one way or the other.”  (From Faith to Faith, p. 296)

On the vessels of wrath prepared for destruction: “the important point is that the disobedience which attracts the judgement is their own.  They are not disobedient because they cannot be otherwise – [i.e.] because God has made them thus.”  (From Faith to Faith, p. 301)

“The affliction [of the boils] can avail nothing now, for the Lord has touched Pharaoh’s granite heart and made it unrepentant.  Such is the price of rebellion; as the man has chosen so the Lord makes it; if he desires to be adamant then his choice is confirmed.”  (Moses My Servant, p. 34)

SECTION 7 - Exodus 12

“All the firstborn in the land of Egypt shall die… But against none of the children of Israel shall a dog move its tongue.”  And yet, recall the idolatry in which Israel had been steeped.  They were not inherently more righteous than their Egyptian neighbors, and, apart from Yahweh’s provision of deliverance contingent upon their obedience of faith, would otherwise have shared in the death sentence!  As with Israel, so it is in our case (Eph. 2:1,3-5).

Exodus 12:1-2 – “your beginning”

1a. (v2) What is the name of this newly established first month (Ex. 13:4)?  What does it mean?  How is the Hebrew word translated in Ex. 9:31 & Lev. 2:14?

Strong’s Number: 24

Meaning:

b. Around what season of the year does this month fall (refer to a Bible Dictionary)?  What was this new year, month and season meant to signify to the children of Israel?

c. In fulfillment of the type, what has God established for us (Heb. 10:20)?

Exodus 12:3-11 – “a lamb for a household”

1a. (v3) Who does the Passover lamb represent (Is. 53:7; Jn. 1:36; 1 Cor. 5:7)?

b. The sacrificial lamb was designated four days prior to being killed (v6).  In what similar manner did God choose our Lord Jesus Christ prior to His sacrificial work (1 Pet. 1:20; Rev. 13:8; Ps. 90:4; 2 Pet. 3:8)?

2. (v5) The children of Israel were to “take it from” the flock.  How was this true of Christ (Is. 53:6,7)?  Why is this fact a critical element of the atoning work of our Lord (Heb. 2:14-17 note: “subject to bondage” in v15!)?

3a. (v5) Instruction was given as to what type of lamb would be acceptable as a sacrifice.  What does the word for “without blemish” mean, and what are some of the most common translations of the word in the KJV?

Strong’s Number: 8549
Meaning:

b. List at least three blemishes that a lamb might have had (e.g. Lev. 22:22-24).  What might have caused these blemishes?  What is the spiritual application?

c. The apostle Peter describes the Lord Jesus Christ as “a lamb without blemish and without spot” (1 Pet. 1:19).  In what sense was this true (Heb. 7:26; 2 Cor. 5:21)?  Was it His nature (physical) or His character (mental and moral) that was unblemished?

d. Four days prior to His death (Jn. 12:1,12), our Lord entered Jerusalem.  What kinds of “inspection” did He undergo from the leaders of the people, and were they able to find any “blemish” in Him (e.g. Mt. 22; Lk. 23:4,14)?

4a. (v8) The unleavened bread included in the Passover meal also foreshadowed the character of Christ.  What is the meaning of the Hebrew word for “unleavened bread”?

Strong’s Number: 4682
Meaning:

b. What does leaven represent in Scripture?  Show proof.

c. What was the spiritual significance of the unleavened bread?  How did this pertain to Christ’s character (e.g. Ps. 19:7-11; 119:101-104)?

5. How is the unleavened bread referred to in Dt. 16:3?  Why is it given this name?  How did this aspect of the bread point forward to Christ (Is. 53:7)?

6a. (v6) At what hour did the Jewish day begin?  What time of the day was “twilight,” when the Passover lamb was killed? (hint: see KJV margin and/or various commentaries)

b. How did this point forward to our Lord Jesus Christ (Mt. 27:45-50)?

7a. (v6) “The whole assembly of the congregation” killed the Passover lamb.  How did this foreshadow the sacrifice of Christ (Mt. 27:20,22; Acts 3:11-13)?

b. In killing and preparing the lamb, the children of Israel were not to “break one of its bones” (v46).  How did this find fulfillment in Christ?

8a. (vs. 8-9) Twice the record emphasizes the need to roast the lamb in fire (accomplished by affixing the sacrificial animal to a stake).  What is the spiritual significance of fire (1 Pet. 1:7)?

b. Discuss why God rightly requires all of His children (including His only begotten Son, Heb. 5:8-9) to learn obedience through suffering.  Passages such as Job 23:10, Prov. 17:3, Zech. 13:9, and 1 Pet. 4:12-16 may provide a helpful start.

9. (v9) What is the significance of the head, legs, and entrails (RSV inner parts), and how did Christ sacrifice each of these to His Father, thus offering up a complete sacrifice?

Head:

Legs:

Entrails:

“Here surely is Christ, our Passover, sacrificed for us!  What an amazing thought that he knew of this great type, and that it only pointed forward to the great deliverance he was accomplishing on a far grander scale!  It was not without coincidence that one of the last things Christ did was say “I thirst”, which prompted someone to put vinegar on hyssop and reach it to his parched mouth!  As he received the hyssop, he must have known that throughout the land men and women everywhere were using that same plant to put blood on the door posts of their house, and here he was: the true lamb!  No wonder when he had received the vinegar on the hyssop, and the Passover type was complete, except for his blood, he said “It is finished” and gave up his spirit (John 19:28-30).”  (The Day Christ Died, p. 350)

Exodus 12:12-13 – “When I see the blood, I will pass over you”

1a. (v13) Did the blood have inherent miraculous power to save Israel?  Rather, the blood was to be a _______ to the people.  Note how this word is used in such passages as Dt. 6:8 & Jsh. 2:12.

b. Does the blood of Jesus Christ have any inherent mystical or miraculous power to save?  How does the blood of Christ redeem us?

“In this defenceless yet blemish-free creature each Israelite was to see himself, his family and his nation.”  (Moses My Servant, pg. 41)

“Deliverance from death was by death – even if it could only be by the death of a lamb as a ritual type… they were sealed as a people whom the Lord had saved: he had given them back their lives in the midst of overwhelming death.”  (The Christadelphian, Vol. 77, 1940, p. 261)

2. Does God truly desire a formal sacrificial animal from us?  What do passages such as Prov. 15:8-9, 21:3, Heb. 10:5-9, 13:15 and 1 Jn. 3:12 indicate about the kind of sacrifice God is truly looking for?

3a. Where was this token to be placed (v22)?  Who does the door represent?  What is the significance of the door being covered by the blood (Heb. 13:20)?

b. How did the blood on the door “cover” those within the house?  Who does the house typify?

c. What would have happened if one of the children of Israel disobeyed the command, “None of you shall go out of the door of his house until morning”?

d. In the account of the last supper, who went outside the house (Jn. 13:30)?

e. What is the spiritual application for those of the household of faith, with the darkness of the Egyptian night all around (e.g. Jn. 15:4-10; Heb. 3:5-6; 1 Jn. 2:19)?  What is the danger of leaving the house, especially on the threshold of the greater Exodus?

f. Where was the blood not placed, and why is this significant (Heb. 10:29-31)?

4a. (v13) Yahweh’s angel would “pass over” the houses upon which He saw the blood.  What does the Hebrew word for “pass” mean?  What does Gesenius’ contribute to the meaning?

Strong’s Number: 6452
Meaning:

b. The word is translated as “passing over” in Is. 31:5 (note the context in vs. 1-4!).  Considering the metaphor of this verse, describe how Yahweh passed over Jerusalem.  How is this imagery echoed by Christ in Mt. 23:37?

c. Some commentaries suggest that while one angel was destroying, a second angel was hovering protectively (cp. Ex. 12:23 & Is. 63:9).  What are your thoughts?

“…justified freely by His grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, whom God set forth to be a propitiation by His blood, through faith, to demonstrate His righteousness, because in His forbearance God had passed over the sins that were previously committed…” (Rom. 3:24-25)
Exodus 12:14, 24-27, 43-49 – “this day shall be to you a memorial”

1. (v14) What was the purpose of keeping “Yahweh’s Passover” as a feast forever?  In what sense do we do the same (1 Cor. 11:20,24-25)?  How does this honor God, and how are we helped?

2a. What obligation was placed upon the parents in vs. 26-27?

b. In addition to the weekly “solemn observance” (v42), how can we, as those whom children look up to, teach Yahweh’s heritage (Ps. 127:3) to remember the great deliverance God has accomplished on our behalf?  Think of several practical examples.

3a. Read carefully vs. 43-49 and note:

Who was to eat the Passover



Who was not to eat the Passover
1.






1.

2.






2.

3.






3.








4.

b. What commonality existed among those who were to eat the Passover?

c. What is required of us if we desire to be part of the household of God and partake of “Christ our Passover”?  See Col. 2:11-12 & Rom. 2:28-29.

“…the things which the Gentiles sacrifice they sacrifice to demons and not to God, and I do not want you to have fellowship with demons.  You cannot drink the cup of the Lord and the cup of demons; you cannot partake of the Lord’s table and of the table of demons.”  (1 Cor. 10:20-21)

4. (v46) What principle is being emphasized in the instructions of this verse?  How can this principle be applied in our lives (Heb. 10:25)?

Exodus 12:15-20 – “the Feast of Unleavened Bread”

In type, the unleavened bread pointed forward to 1) a sin-free character, filled with the sweetness of the Word, and 2) the deliverance from sin’s afflicting bondage.

1. A seven-day feast followed the night of the Passover, in which unleavened bread was to be eaten.  While for Israel this feast came but once a year, how often does this week-long feast occur for us, following our Passover memorial?  Should leaven ever be found in our homes, personally or ecclesially?

2. Just as the Passover lamb needed careful examination over a four-day period, what would have been required to ensure the house was completely leaven-free?  In like manner, what are we required to do to ensure that we are without leaven (1 Cor. 11:28-29)?

3a. (vs. 15,19) Why did God emphasize the command not to even have leaven in the house, when the true intent (and punishment) applied to the actual eating of the leaven?

b. What does the phrase “cut off from Israel” mean?

4a. In 1 Cor. 5, the apostle Paul addresses a spiritually fatal case of leaven existing in the “house” at Corinth.  Read through the entire chapter.  What form of leaven was found within the Corinthian ecclesia (v1)?

b. What effect does Paul indicate that a little leaven can have on the entire ecclesia (v6)?

c. How was this being manifested already, in character and outward action/speech (v8)?

d. What form of unleavened bread did Paul desire for the ecclesia (v8)?

e. What did the ecclesia need to do to the leaven (vs. 5,9,13), upon what foundation (v7b), and for what intended purpose (vs. 5-6)?

f. How can we ensure that we are neither bringing nor allowing leaven into our lives, our homes, or our ecclesias?

“…that you may become blameless and harmless, children of God without fault in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation, among whom you shine as lights in the world.”  (Php. 2:15)

Exodus 12:21-28 – “By faith he kept the Passover and the sprinkling of blood”

1. Moses then communicated the Passover instructions to the elders of Israel.  Read through Ex. 12:21-27, noting the many statements whereby Moses demonstrates his personal faith!

2a. (vs. 27-28) Shortly after his return to Egypt, Moses was met with harsh criticism and resistance from the people.  Now he conveys to them a new calendar, two new Feasts with meticulous ordinances, and a phenomenal deliverance of over a million people in one night!  What might his anticipated reaction have been prior to calling the elders in v21?

b. What effect do you think it had on Moses personally, to see their responses in vs. 28,50?

“This was the moment when the whole burden of deliverance fell upon his shoulders.  Either God would keep those seemingly incredible promises or the whole hope of freedom would be shattered.  What strength could there be in that lamb roasting in the evening hours and in the now invisible marks of blood outside the house?  None at all, unless God gave these things His meaning.  While Israel thought on Moses and trusted him to greater or lesser degree, we read that ‘By faith he kept (instituted) the passover…’”  (Moses My Servant, pgs. 42-43)

Exodus 12:29-42 – “And it came to pass at midnight”

1a. As midnight approached, in what manner were the children of Israel eating the Passover (v11)?  Put yourself there – what mood may have existed in your house, what kinds of conversations might you have had with family members, etc.?

b. What does Lk. 12:35-40 indicate about the manner in which we need to be found anticipating the final Exodus?

2. The dreadful hour arrived, and not a house of Egypt eluded death.  What impact did this finally have upon Pharaoh?  What did he now realize, even if only temporarily?

3a. What great and terrible warning did Jesus give to His followers in Mt. 8:11-12?  Note the echo to the ninth and tenth plagues, and the promise of future inheritance!

b. What is the exhortation for us (vs. 10,13), as our midnight hour approaches (Mt. 25:6)?

4. Shortly after midnight, faint cries could be heard in Egypt, resonating louder and more hysterically until the sound became almost unbearable.  In faithful expectation, what did Moses and Aaron foresee happening next (Ex. 11:8)?

5a. (vs. 31-32) What phrase did Pharaoh twice repeat, and what did he finally exhibit?

b. Debased and demoralized, he complied with the demand to “serve Yahweh.”  How did this contrast Ex. 5:2, and demonstrate God’s achievement of His purpose with the plagues?

6. (v32) What did Pharaoh ask of Moses, and why?  Who did Pharaoh acknowledge is in control of both good and evil?  Where were his gods?!

7. How would these events tremendously reaffirm Moses’ and Aaron’s faith?  Describe their excitement, being the first to witness the reality of God’s intended purpose with Pharaoh?

8a. Pharaoh (12:31-32), his servants (10:7), and all of the Egyptians (12:33) wanted to see Israel leave!  How does Ps. 105:38 describe their mixture of feelings toward Israel and their departure?

b. (v33) In their urgent attempts to drive Israel out of the land, were Pharaoh and his people complying merely with the original demand for a short journey into the wilderness?

The people of Israel again obeyed Moses, by asking for articles and clothing from the Egyptians.

“There was need for this, for, as a slave and oppressed race for a hundred years, they would naturally be destitute of such things and such things were to be needed in the manufacture of the tabernacle and its furniture, as afterwards transpired, as well as for their individual wants in a wilderness, where no such things were to be procured.”  (The Visible Hand of God, p. 127)

9a. Though given by God for good causes (e.g. Ex. 35:22), what did these articles unfortunately become used for (Ex. 32)?  What can we learn from Israel’s example (1 Cor. 10:6-7,11-12)?

b. Though not inherently evil, what is Scripture’s caution in the possession and use of the world’s riches (e.g. Lk. 12:16-20; 1 Tim. 6:9-10)?  How does God desire that we utilize the blessings He has lent to us (Lk. 12:21; 1 Tim. 6:17-19)?

10. (v37) As Israel departed, what preoccupied Egypt (Num. 33:4)?

11a. (v38) Who do you think may have comprised the mixed multitude?  Consider the characters we have encountered thus far in our studies, as well as Num. 12:1.

b. What is the significance of this group being saved together with the chosen people (Eph. 3:6)?

c. Where else do we encounter the mixed multitude, and what are they doing?

12a. The plunder of the Egyptians and the exodus out of her land signaled the fulfillment of the final two promises God made to Abraham four hundred and thirty years earlier (Gen. 15:14)!  Moses now prepares to depart Egypt for the second time in his life!  What contrasts between his first flight and the present exodus might Moses have considered?  Describe your vision of Moses’ emotions and disposition.

b. What might his thoughts have been as he beheld hundreds of thousands of men, women and children gathering around him, awaiting his direction?

c. How would the people feel upon being released from the grip of their lifelong oppressor?

Closing Questions (please use additional paper)
1. Peter alludes to the Passover and its surrounding instructions and lessons several times in 1 Pet. 1:13-20.  List as many of these connecting references as you can, with corresponding verses in Ex. 12.

2. How did Christ seek to cleanse His Father’s house of leaven in preparation for the Passover and Feast of Unleavened Bread (Mk. 11)?  What fatal “plague” befell Jerusalem a short while later, and what great lamentation resulted (Lk. 23:28)?

SECTION 8 - Exodus 13:17 – 14:31

Exodus 13:17-22 – “God led the people”

1. Sketch the “way of the land of the Philistines” on the map provided on page 32 of Part One.

2. Was Israel’s safety the issue of v17?  Did God lead them by a safer route (Ex. 14:3)?  In His omniscience, what was God revealing as the real issue concerning His people?

3. (v18) Using Strong’s, Gesenius’, and other translations for “orderly ranks,” describe the scene.

Strong’s Number: 2571
Meaning:

4a. (v19) What do you envision Moses thought about as he took Joseph’s bones out of Egypt?

b. Did the fulfillment of Joseph’s declaration of faith apply solely to that day’s deliverance?  What ongoing witness would his coffin provide throughout Israel’s journeys?

5. (vs. 21-22) What purpose did the pillar of cloud and fire serve (see also Neh. 9:12,19)?  What similar provision has God made for us as we journey to the promised land (e.g. Ps. 119:105)?

6. (v21) “And the Lord went before them.”  Ex. 14:19 indicates that this was “the Angel of God.”  What do we learn about God manifestation (cp. Ex. 23:20-23)?

Chapter 13 ends on a “spiritual high,” as the people marched onward in an eager and spiritually confident manner, led and provided for by the God of their fathers, alongside the bones of their faithful ancestor!  Scarcely could they have foreseen that they were about to be sorely tested, as Yahweh sought to gain absolute honor over Pharaoh and the Egyptians!

Exodus 14:1-9 – “Why have we done this?!”

1. (vs. 3-4) As in Ex. 13:17, what attribute did God display in His words to Moses (Ps. 139:1-4)?

2a. (v3) What did Pharaoh surmise based on Israel’s location, and why would he conclude this?

b. How did God use His knowledge of Pharaoh’s character and thought process to create the circumstances in which Pharaoh’s heart would be hardened again?

3. (v4) As we have seen, God’s purpose was for Egypt to recognize Him as the only true God (e.g. Ex. 7:17; 8:10; 9:14).  How was the word “honor” translated in chapters 8 through 10?  In what sense was God to gain honor over Pharaoh and his army?

Strong’s Number: 3513
Meaning:

4a. (v5) In questioning themselves, what key issue did the Egyptians bring to light (hint: Rom. 6:16)?  What had been God’s demand of Pharaoh from the beginning, challenging his pride and prompting his stubborn refusal?

b. What is the spiritual significance for us, as we try to break free from sin’s control and commit our lives to God’s service (Rom. 7:21-23)?  From whence comes our deliverance (vs. 24-25)?

5. (vs. 6-7) Though Divine judgment had been executed upon “all the gods of Egypt,” which god yet remained to be defeated?

6a. (v8) How is the word “boldness” translated in the KJV, and what do these two words mean?

Strong’s Number: 7311
Meaning:

Strong’s Number: 3027
Meaning:

b. How could they go out of Egypt with “boldness” (Ps. 89:13)?  What is the significance of recording this immediately after describing the collective strength of Pharaoh’s army?

Exodus 14:10-12 – “So they were very afraid”

“Here was a vast defenceless crowd… huddled into a valley that opened only to the sea… behind them, in compact military order, was rapidly approaching a thoroughly equipped corps of the flower of the army of the most powerful monarchy of the earth.  Israel quickly saw their danger, and something like panic seized the assembly.”  (The Visible Hand of God, p. 132)

1a. (v10)  Referring to your answer from question 2 on page 22, how was God deliberately testing Israel in their entrapment?  How will this final confrontation between God and Pharaoh serve to accomplish God’s desire for His people?

b. What is God’s purpose in sending trials into our lives?  What is His ultimate objective?

2a. How did the people respond?  Do you think they cried out in faith?

b. The people had gone out with “boldness” while the Egyptians were afraid of them.  How did Israel’s reaction give Egypt the “upper hand”?

c. What is the warning for us in our response to trial?  With what heart and mind does God desire that we face the foe of the flesh (e.g. Ps. 20:6-9; 68:17-18)?

3. Ironically, later in their history, what did Israel do (Is. 31:1)?  What can we learn (cp. vs. 3-5)?

4. By complaining to Moses, what have the people willfully forgotten (Ps. 106:7)?

5a. (v11) The people lashed out at Moses with hasty, unreasonable, natural-minded accusations.  In their first contention, what “graves of Egypt” had Israel failed to remember (Ex. 1:22)?

b. (v11) In their second accusation, what did they not recall (Ex. 2:23-24)?

c. (v12) What were the people referring to in their third challenge (Ex. 5:21)?  And yet, what experiences in Egypt (before Moses was even born!) had they now forgotten (Ex. 1:13-14)?

6a. (vs. 11-12) How many times did Israel reference Egypt?  How many times was God mentioned?  Who did Israel believe to be supreme, and where is their faith in God?

b. What phrase did Israel use twice in their conclusion?  How did their mentality satisfy the exact desire of their oppressor (v5), and testify to the vital necessity of this trial (Ex. 13:17)?

7a. Israel mistakenly believed that they would find life by serving Egypt, and death in the wilderness!  In type, what subtle deceit does serpent-thinking want us to believe (Gen. 3:4)?

b. Ironically, what death needed to occur in Israel’s thinking, before they could find life (Rom. 6:11-13)?  What principle are we being taught, and how does it apply in our life (Lk. 17:33)?

c. In dying to sin-thinking, what did Israel need to believe?  What is the lesson for us (Jn. 3:16)?

8. In your estimation, is it “better” to serve the Egyptian sin of this world (Heb. 11:26,40)?  In what ways are you presently serving Egypt?  When and how will these be put to death, in order that you might find life?

9a. Until now, what had been the pattern of God’s response when His people had obeyed His instructions?

	The People’s Part
	God’s Part

	12:28


	13:3



	12:35


	12:36



	12:50


	12:51




b. Therefore, having obeyed the command to travel to this location in v4, what spiritual momentum and confidence in God ought the people to have had?

c. When have you previously seen a clear indication of God responding to your obedience with His blessings?  How can we use these instances to store up a strong conviction that He is still at work, even in the most severe of trials, so that we don’t respond as Israel did?

How much easier it is to be faithful, eager and zealous when we see God directing our path free from trouble (Ex. 13:18).  Moses is about to show us how to respond to our difficult but necessary trials, that God may be glorified in our salvation!

Exodus 14:13-14 – “Do not be afraid”

1a. In Ex. 4:1, Moses had at one time feared that Israel would not believe him or listen to his voice.  How did Moses now respond to this former concern becoming a reality?

b. Unlike the people, Moses’ eyes looked upward in great faith to see the promised deliverance.  Had God revealed to Moses how He would save His people from this dilemma?

c. What can we learn from Moses’ example here?

2a. In response to the spiritual needs of God’s flock, Moses gave a 3-step process for the people to follow.  Was the first step an action or a mental disposition?  What do we learn from this?

b. Next, what did Moses tell them to do?  See Lam. 3:21-26.  Why was this necessary to tell the people, and what was Moses teaching them (and us)?

c. Thus prepared, what did Moses exhort Israel to set their eyes on with his third command?  Cp. Heb. 10:35-11:1.  What is the only basis upon which the people could have obeyed his words?

d. What word is mentioned three times in this final command and the subsequent declaration?  How did Moses challenge them in the same fundamental area of weakness that God was testing?

e. In what ways did Moses’ mindset harmonize with God’s?  How is this confirmed in v31?

3a. Look up the meaning of the word “fight” in v14.  Was Moses telling the people that Yahweh would only contend for them?

Strong’s Number: 3898
Meaning:

b. Discuss what measure of aid God has promised to provide us in times of trial, and in the struggle against sin (cp. Rom. 8:31)?

4a. Rather than responding to natural thinking with natural thinking, Moses answered on a spiritual level – discerning and addressing the real issue.  Identify the principles of spiritual leadership that emerge from Moses’ example.

b. Therefore, why do you think Moses did not address the personal accusations from vs. 11-12?

5a. The people clearly held Moses accountable for their plight.  Forty years prior, had Moses achieved deliverance by his own hand and brought them into a similar situation of clear mortal danger, how would he have had to answer their allegations?

b. What lesson does this reemphasize for us in the endeavors that we undertake in life (e.g. involvement in ecclesial life, relationships, continuing education, etc.)?

God had successfully orchestrated the precise scenario that would prove the very hearts of Pharaoh (obstinate, hardened), His people (walking by sight, not faith, with Egypt in their hearts), and Moses (now faithful, he is to learn to shepherd the flock of God)!

Exodus 14:15-18 – “Tell the children of Israel to go forward”

1a. (v15) Why did God attribute the faithless cry of the children of Israel to Moses personally, when Moses had just faithfully declared that God would deliver them?  What was He teaching Moses about the responsibility that he will bear for these people as their shepherd?

b. How does this principle apply to spiritual leaders in the body of Christ today?

2a. (v15) Did God want the people to do nothing in allowing Him to bring them to a safe location?  What did He command them to do, and how did this contrast their desire of vs. 11-12?  Why would obedience to this command require faith on their part – what lay ahead of them?

b. How do other usages of the Hebrew word for “go forward” provide exhortation for how God desires that we respond to trials?

Strong’s Number: 5265
Meaning:

Most frequent translations of #5265:

3. (v17) Yahweh said He would harden the hearts of the Egyptians.  Explain how God could justifiably hold each one accountable for their pursuit of His people (cp. Ex. 9:34; 10:1).

Exodus 14:19-31 – “Yahweh fights for them against the Egyptians”

1. (v20) When were the Egyptians recently shrouded in divine darkness?  Their hearts being so hardened (v17), what did they fail to recall had ensued after this event?

2a. (v21) As the strong east wind blew all night, what might the children of Israel have recollected (hint: Ex. 10:13)?  Despite the wind, what remained true of the pillar of cloud and fire?  How might these signs have contributed to a developing faith within the people?

b. How does the movement of the seas during the darkness of Gentile night help to strengthen our vision of the coming deliverance (e.g. Is. 17:12-14)?

3. (v22) As the people walk into the sea, “the waters were a wall to them”.  What does Ps. 77:14-20 indicate was happening concurrent with this miraculous crossing?

4a. The people journeyed onward into the midst of the sea – what had by this time developed in their hearts (Heb. 11:28)?  Describe what they would have had to believe!

b. Explain why faith is such a critical element of God’s ability to overcome trial and conquer sin in our life.  How would its absence prohibit “the victory that has overcome the world”?

5a. (v24) The Angel of God looked “down” through the pillar of fire and cloud.  From passages such as Ps. 68:4, where do you envision the Angel to be?

b. The day is coming when Yahweh will ride on a swift cloud into Egypt – Is. 19!  In what many ways will He gain honor over her in that day?  Who will comprise this cloud (e.g. Heb. 12:1)?

6a. (vs. 24-25) Inexplicably (from a natural standpoint!) the Egyptian army is troubled!  What is significant about the Egyptians’ declaration, having not heard Moses’ speech to Israel?

b. Why was it absolutely essential that Egypt come to this realization?  Had God simply caused the waters to return upon them, how would His purpose have remained unfulfilled (vs. 4,17,18)?

7a. What does Paul state as having symbolically occurred in the crossing of the sea (1 Cor. 10:2)?  Explain why this is such a vital element of Israel’s and our discipleship?

b. Why is it fitting that this baptism occurred in the month Abib (Jn. 12:23-26; 1 Cor. 15:36-37, 42-44,46)?

c. (v30) In the type of deliverance from sin’s bondage, what are we to see lying dead on the banks of the baptismal water (Rom. 6:4-7; Col. 2:12)?

“‘As in the days when you came out of the land of Egypt, I will show them marvelous things.’  The nations shall see and be ashamed of all their might… They shall be afraid of Yahweh our God, and they shall fear because of You.  Who is a God like You, pardoning iniquity and passing over the transgression of the remnant of His heritage?  He does not retain His anger forever, because He delights in mercy.  He will again have compassion on us, and will subdue our iniquities.  You will cast all our sins into the depths of the sea.”  (Mic. 7:15-19)

Closing Questions
1a. In 2 Chr. 20, who else was helplessly surrounded by a great army that was bent on the destruction of him and his people?  Find and list several parallels between his situation and the children of Israel’s in Ex. 14.  How did his response contrast that of Israel’s?

b. David’s faith is put to similar test when he is on the run from Absalom.  What similarities and differences do you see between his situation (and his response) in Ps. 3, and that of Israel’s?

c. In 2 Ki. 6, what did Gehazi see that caused him alarm, what reply did Elisha give to him, and what did God do for him that provided much needed reassurance in a time of crisis?

2. As the waters behind him settled, Moses could look back and see a defeated Egypt in the distance.  Likewise, he could see in himself the characteristics that God had developed over the past eighty years.  Describe how this chapter contains a climax of God’s work in the life of His servant Moses:

SECTION 9 - Exodus 15


Moses and the children of Israel just witnessed one of the most impressive miracles in history.  God gave them a powerful victory in dramatic fashion, and there is much we can learn from their reaction.

Exodus 15:1-2 – “I will sing to the LORD”

1.  According to verse 22, where were the Israelites at the beginning of the chapter?

2.  So, eliminating the chapter break from Exodus 14 to 15 for the sake of continuity, fill in the blanks in the passage below with the correct verbs:

“Israel _______ the great work which the LORD had done in Egypt; so the people __________ the LORD, and _______________ the LORD and His servant Moses.  Then Moses and the children of Israel _________ this song to the LORD”

3.  What lesson can be taken from this progression from verb to verb?

4.  What verse in the Bible has the words “see”, “fear”, “trust”, and “song”?

5.  In Psalms 59:16-17, the words of David capture the sincere desire of a spiritual mind to praise God (loudly) in response to His active presence and goodness in David’s life.  So, this question for self-examination arises:  When you have success, what is your reaction?  Where are your thoughts?  What do you do?

6.  Why did the people say they were singing in Exodus 15:1?

7.  Given the Israelites had just been saved from certain death, what can we learn about praising God after triumphs?

8.  Acts 16:25 contains the moving example of Paul and Silas “singing hymns to God” after being whipped and jailed.  So, what conclusions can you draw about the connection between a faithful, spiritual mind and singing to God under all conditions?

9.  Exodus 15:2 continues these lessons.  Where does all the glory go in the lyrics of the people?  Is there any hint of selfishness or self-exaltation? 

10.  Let’s be direct; a lot of singing (thankfully and wonderfully) takes place at Youth Conference.  Are there any lessons that you can apply to times of worship, stemming from your considerations of this example in Exodus 15?

11.  Focusing on Moses, what do you think his emotions were at this time?

12.  Moses had been struggling for the past forty years and his testing had intensified in recent weeks.  In his work for God, he had already endured much, even from Israelites.  Thus, in what way was this moment a confirmation for Moses?

Exodus 15:3-13 – “Your right hand, O LORD, has become glorious in power”

1.  Verse 3 holds another interesting use of God’s name (could be read: He who will be a man of war).  Where in Isaiah is this same description of God found?  How does the context of this passage connect to Exodus 15?

2.  In verse 4, the lyrics describe God’s victory over the strength of man.  What do chariots and horses represent in God’s eyes?

3.  Yet in verse 5, what is the end of these things in which men trust?

Such is the wages of sin.  As the weight of the Egyptians’ armor doomed them in the waters, so too the pursuit of the treasures of this world will inescapably take us down to the grave.

“For my iniquities have gone over my head; like a heavy burden they are too heavy for me.” –Psalm 38:4
4.  Verse 6 brings attention to the right hand of God.  Here, God’s right hand becomes glorious and dashes enemies.  What does God’s right hand do in each of these passages:

a.  Exodus 15:12?

b.  Psalm 139:10?

c.  Hebrews 1:3?

d.  Psalm 16:11?

e.  Psalm 17:7?

f.  Psalm 118:16?

g.  Psalm 138:7?

h.  Psalm 73:23?

5.  God’s right hand can be an instrument of judgment, authority, and power.  Yet, it also can bestow comfort, kindness, and care.  By the lyrics in the rest of this section, does it seem like Moses understood God’s character, and why?

6.  With the assumption that Moses was the primary composer of these words, how did he show faith in verse 13?

Exodus 15:14-18 – “The people will hear and be afraid”

“But the words reach out beyond the immediate confines of the sandy shore and tell of the fear which fell upon Moab and Edom, and the land of Canaan, when the news reached them.  A fear which weakened Jericho forty years later and remained in the hearts of the Philistines in the days of Samuel four hundred years or more afterwards.  But the song was for the redeemed of any age, an exultant prayer bursting from the heart of the called” (Moses My Servant, p. 51)

1.  Who are “The people” in verse 14?

2.  What will cause them to be afraid (as opposed to Israel in Exodus 14:31)?

3.  These words spoke of the future when they were originally sung.  Therefore, this section of the song is prophetic.  Did all of these events come true?

4a. What can you conclude about the source/authorship of the words in this song?

b.  How do you think this song was sung without sheet music and written words?

5a.  This song in Exodus 15 is usually referred to as The Song of Moses, despite not actually receiving such a title from the Biblical record.  Where in Scripture is there a song named “the song of Moses”?

b.  What is this song’s other name?

6.  Obviously, these are two different songs.  But, there must be a reason why this song is named after Moses.  Can you identify at least three parallels between these two songs?

7.  Are there any other clues in the context of the chapter as to why this song is named after Moses?

8.  Are there any similarities between the circumstances of these two songs? 

“How apt, therefore, it is to find that when the time of the seven last plagues is come, and the time of victory of the elect, Moses should appear . . . The victors sing the song of Moses and of the Lamb.” (Moses My Servant, p. 204)

Exodus 15:19-21 – “with timbrels and with dances”

1.  Exodus 15:20 is the first time Miriam is mentioned by name.  What is she called?

2.  Is she ever described this way again?

3.  Do you think that her work as a prophet began here (Num. 12:2)?

4a.  What do we learn about her from her actions in verse 20?

b.  About how old was Miriam at this time?

5.  What is a timbrel?

6a.  Who had the timbrels?

b.  How many women were among this group (hint: Ex. 12:37)?

c.  Where did they get that many timbrels?

d.  If you were going on a LONG trip to a new home by foot through a desert, would you bring a musical instrument?

Clearly the people made music and worship a priority, perhaps they weren’t so far off spiritually

7.  What motivated the women to dance and use timbrels?

8a.  Where else in the Bible is there dancing?

b.  In your example(s), what was the motivation to dance?

9.  Given the words that are sung in verse 21, the women were focused on glorifying God for His victory.  Their dancing does not appear to have in any way harmed the spiritual atmosphere.  So, can you draw any conclusions on the right time, place, and purpose for dancing?

10.  As the women danced upon deliverance from horse and rider, so will the bride of Christ celebrate upon deliverance from sin and death.  Can you picture yourself dancing and singing in like manner, by God’s grace, when the Kingdom comes?

11.  Let’s focus in on Miriam.  Her name is only mentioned about a dozen times in the Bible, but she definitely was an important part of Moses’ life.

a.  Was she older or younger than Moses?

b.  Was she shy or outgoing?  How do you know this?

12.  Given Miriam’s personality and place in the family, what kind of relationship would the meekest man on the face of the Earth have with his sister?

13.  Things weren’t always pretty between Moses and Miriam.  What does Numbers 12:1 tell us about Miriam?

14.  Clearly, there was a strain between these siblings.  But despite human weaknesses, what does Numbers 12:13-15 tell us about Moses?

15.  Moses never forgot what happened to his sister in this story (Deut. 24:9); he suffered when she suffered.  What can we learn about our relationships with others, even if we sometimes rub each other the wrong way?

16.  Lest we leave considering Miriam with a negative impression, let’s remember that she was a contributor to God’s purpose.  Where in the Minor Prophets do we read that God sent Miriam?

Exodus 15:22-27 – “three days in the wilderness”

1.  Life can’t always be dancing and singing.  The people had a journey to begin.  Where did they go next?  How far did they travel?

2.  (v23) What problem arose?

3.  Was this a reasonable problem to have?

4.  Consider bitter water.  Why was it bitter?  What do you think this water looked like (standing pools of it in a wilderness)?

5.  Why then are the children of Israel so heavily criticized (hint: v. 24)?

6.  Indeed, difficulties in life are inevitable.  The key is how we handle them.  What is the proper way to address an urgent need (v. 25)?

7.  Praising God for his goodness to us is wonderful; but we must not soon forget God when times of testing arise.  In Psalm 106, this lesson is clear as the events of the Exodus are retold.  What does Psalm 106:13 say immediately on the heels of verse 12?

Even this psalm reads as if the people instantly flipped from glorifying God to testing Him.

“With the rejoicing still in their mouths . . .” (Moses My Servant, p. 51)

8.  While negativity and murmuring are parts of our fleshly nature, we must learn to not complain.  How does God view complaining (Num. 11:1, Phil. 2:14)?

9.  What should take the place of complaining?

10.  (v25) In this case, God heard the prayer of Moses over the people’s grumblings.  What did God do for Moses?

11.  Who does the tree represent?  How?

12.  What is the deeper symbology of a tree making bitter waters sweet?

13.  In verse 26, God gives the people a warning.  If they would learn from this mistake and remember what had just happened in Egypt, God would bless them and heal them.  But, the Israelites could not remember.  This incident was just the first in a long chain of mistakes.  List at least three other complaints that the people, during the rest of the wanderings, threw at Moses:

“. . . a million dry throats witnessed against the lone man.” (Moses My Servant, p. 52)

14.  What was life like for Moses in the coming years of the wilderness wanderings?

15.  How did Moses describe his environment in Deut. 32:10?

16.  Besides complaining, what other trials did Moses face in the next forty years?  Please describe at least two:

17.  In all these things that he suffered, how did he cope with them?

18.  One of the ways that Moses resembles Christ is the way he handled all situations with grace and calmness.  In the two chapters immediately following Exodus 15, the people complain again.  In these episodes, Moses seeks help from God and then provides bread or water for the people.  

a.  Where did Jesus provide bread?

b.  Where did Jesus provide water?

c.  Moses provided manna from the sky (Ex. 16) and water from a struck rock (Ex. 17).   What kind of bread and water did Jesus truly provide?

19.  (v27) At the end of Exodus 15, the people came to Elim.  What did they find?

20.  Is there any significance to these objects:

a.  12 wells?

b.  70 palm trees?

Closing Questions

1.  Cite five passages in the rest of the Bible that echo phrases from the song of Exodus 15 (hint: check other famous songs):

2a.  Psalm 90 records a prayer of Moses.  While the exact time it was written cannot be determined, it seems to have been after Exodus 15.  Please read Psalm 90 and list whatever parallels you find between it and Exodus 15.

b.  Do you agree that this psalm was written after Exodus 15?  Do you notice any influences on Moses’ prayer from the events of Exodus 15?

SECTION 10 - Deuteronomy 34

Forty years later . . .

Deut. 34:1-3 – “And the LORD showed him all the land”

“And the LORD said to Abram, . . . Lift now your eyes and look from the place where you are–northward, southward, eastward, and westward; for all the land which you see I give to you and your descendants forever.” – Gen. 13:14-15

1.  Over four centuries after God showed the land to Abram, He reveals it to another champion of faith.  Where did Moses go for this view?

2.  Locate Mt. Nebo on a map.  What is its elevation?

3.  What parts of the land could Moses view?

4.  Try to trace out on a map the extent of the land Moses could see.  On today’s maps, do any of the mountains within that land exceed the height of Mt. Nebo?

5.  Thus, what do you conclude about Mt. Nebo and/or what happened in these verses?

6.  When Abraham first entered the land, it was suffering through a drought.  Abraham probably saw the Promised Land in a state similar to the dry desert we see today.  But, what was the condition of the land when Moses saw it?

7.  How close was Moses to the Jordan River?

8a.  When you want something desperately, but can’t have it, or when you can see something so close, but can’t touch it, how do you feel?

b.  Thus, how do you think Moses felt, right on the edge of the Promised Land?

c.  How do you feel about the coming of the Kingdom?

Whether or not we behold the Promised Land is a question we answer by how we live everyday!

Deut. 34:4 – “but you shall not cross over”

“Arise, walk in the land through its length and its width, for I give it to you.” – Gen. 13:17

1.  Unlike Abraham, Moses could not enter.  He was kept out due to his actions in Numbers 20:1-13.  Summarize this story:

2.  Why was God displeased with Moses and Aaron?

3.  There may be another reason beyond the explanation of Numbers 20:12.  What was Aaron’s rod a symbol of?

4.  When Moses struck a rock the first time in Exodus 17, what was that a symbol of?

5a.  Thus, combining these two symbols, what would be the meaning of striking a rock with that rod?

b.  What does Hebrews 6:4-6 say about those who crucify again the Son of God?

c.  Does this concept apply to Moses in this case?

d.  Moses, in a rare moment of pride and rage, ruined the type of Christ.  But, Moses was tempted and pushed by the people.  What did he call them before he struck the rock?

6.  What lessons can we learn from the poor examples of both the Israelites and Moses (Psalm 106:32)?

7.  Moses pleaded to the mercy of God in Deut. 4:23-25.  Why did he want to cross over?

8.  What was God’s answer?

9.  Does it surprise you that God would not change His mind?

10.  In Exodus 32:31-33, after the Golden Calf incident, Moses pleaded to God on behalf of the nation.  The people had fully betrayed God, yet what was the result of Moses’ intercession?

11.  What does Jeremiah 15:1 suggest about the influence Moses had on God?

12.  Moses saved the nation in an appeal to God.  But, he could not change God’s decision on this seemingly small matter of crossing over.  What can we learn about God from this (Ex. 33:19)?

13.  However, by the words of Deut. 3:26, how many times do you think Moses pleaded to God?

Moses was always aware of the mercy of God.  Truthfully, Moses received quite a blessing by being shown the land from Mt. Nebo.  Nevertheless, we can learn from Moses that sin brings unpleasant consequences, even if our gracious heavenly Father forgives us.

14.  When will Moses enter the land?

“The fathers slept in the land but they had not inherited it.  Joseph had been there in his youth, had died in Egypt and would return there only in his coffin.  Clearly the greatness of the land is yet to be.  The immediate and temporary inheritance was not the rest which the Lord had promised to the people of God.  Moses would know in his heart the truth of these things.” (Moses My Servant, p.192)

Deut. 34:5-7 – “So Moses the servant of the LORD died”

1.  Who buried Moses?  Where was he buried?

2.  Another divine work had been taking place in Moses for decades.  What shape was he in?

3.  Thus, Moses was in perfect health when he died.  Who else was asked to die while still healthy, active, and able?

4.  Though still vigorous, Moses had put in a lifetime of service.  Perhaps he was ready mentally to finish the race.  But, do you think that Moses struggled to accept his death?  Why or why not?

5.  How close was Moses to God (Ex. 33:11, Num. 12:8)?

6.  After he had died, what did God say of Moses (Heb. 3:5)?

7.  Has anyone else ever had a relationship with God like Moses (John 9:29)?

8.  Clearly, Moses had a successful life in God’s eyes.  What characteristics did Moses have that pleased God?

9.  What traits, seen in the life and developing character of Moses, do fellow disciples and servants need to pursue and possess?

“It is possible to spend a lifetime getting nowhere: a lifetime starting from mother’s womb and ending in mother earth.  No sense of purpose, merely filling in the time between birth and death—such is the accomplishment of many.  The few journey with their God.  They are caught up in the eternal purpose which reaches far beyond the little summer of man’s life.  Such a man was Moses” (Moses My Servant, p. 167)

Deut. 34:8 – “the children of Israel wept”

1.  How long did Israel weep for Moses?

2.  Interestingly, how long was the mourning for Joseph, and by whom?

3.  Nevertheless, what does that suggest about the children of Israel?

Typical of our nature, the people complained and rebelled against Moses when they had him.  After he was gone, they realized what they had lost!

4.  Not too far later, how was Moses’ family treated (Judges 18:30)?

5.  In the times of Christ, how was Moses remembered (cite some examples)?

6.  Even after Christ’s work in the nation, who did the Jewish establishment worship (Acts 6:11)?

7.  Obviously, it was dead wrong of the Jews to revere and idolize Moses and the Law to the point where they would reject Christ.  What were they missing (John 5:46)?

8.  Looking back, the Israelites forsook Moses during his life, yet practically sainted him after his death.  Both these extremes were incorrect and harmful.  What do we need to learn and do to prevent such carnal thinking from entering our community?

9.  What is the legacy of Moses for those who share his faith and read his words accordingly (John 1:45, Luke 24:27, Acts 3:22)?

Even today, many refuse to believe in Christ, arguing that he violated the Law of Moses.  May God not let a veil so lie on our hearts (2 Corinthians 3:15), preventing us from seeing the Son of God.  For even Paul, a Hebrew of the Hebrews, declared “saying no other things than those which the prophets and Moses said would come—that the Christ would suffer, that He would be the first to rise from the dead, and would proclaim light to the Jewish people and to the Gentiles.” (Acts 26:22-23)

10.  Even apart from the law, Christ can be seen in the stories of Moses’ life.  In addition to events already considered:

a.  Where is Christ in Numbers 21 (hint: John 3:14)?

b.  Where is Christ’s crucifixion in Exodus 17 (hint: John 19:18)?

Deut. 34:9 – “Now Joshua”

1.  Joshua was the perfect successor to Moses, full of the spirit of wisdom.  Where did he get this particular spirit?

2.  What spirit did he have in Numbers 27:18?

3.  What roles did Joshua have under Moses?

4.  In Numbers 14, Joshua attempted to inspire faith into the nation, and Moses again had to plead to God to save the lives of the people.  How would this sad and trying experience, in an unpleasant manner, have forged a bond between the two?

5a.  What did Moses tell Joshua in Deut. 31:7-8?

b.  Did Joshua ever repeat anything Moses told him?

6.  So, were Moses and Joshua of a like mind (Ex. 33:11)?  If yes, how so?

7.  How would Joshua have comforted Moses at the end of his life?

8.  What parallels exist between Moses/Joshua and Jonathan/David?

9.  What lessons on friendship and ecclesial mentoring can we learn from Moses and Joshua?

Deut. 34:10-12 – “whom the LORD knew face to face”

1.  Although this has been addressed before under different topics, how is Moses a prophet?

2.  In what way did God know him face to face?

3.  Moses, in his life, truly did many things, as verses 11 and 12 say.  But, where else did Moses appear (literally) in the New Testament?

4.  Why was Moses chosen to be at the Transfiguration?

5.  What did he do there?

6.  In what ways was Moses well prepared to do this for Christ?

7.  Can you list three things Moses had in common with Elijah and Jesus?

8.  If Moses was God’s friend, what could Christ gain from time with Moses?

9.  Do you believe that Moses was raised for the Transfiguration and then restored to death?  Why or why not?

“Moses and Elijah were there.  The voice of the law and the prophets, not simply present, but present in glory.” (Moses My Servant, p. 198)

Closing Questions

1.  Deuteronomy 34 is a beautiful conclusion to the life of a truly remarkable servant of God.  One of Moses’ defining traits was his undeniable bond to his brethren.  He couldn’t ever abandon the people of God, no matter how they treated him.  He was always there for them, yet so few were there for him.  He was one of them; he would give his life to save them (Psalm 106:23).  So, what has Moses taught you about being a true brother or sister to those for whom Christ has died?

“. . . The good shepherd gives his life for the sheep.” – John 10:11

Final Question


How did a man who could hardly talk stand up to a Pharaoh?  How could a superstar in the lap of luxury sacrifice a life of indulgence to help slaves?  How could one person save over a million?  By faith.  Moses would be the first to say that belief in God was the only way for him to overcome the huge obstacles on his life’s journey.  Although a struggle, faith was critical to Moses.  So too with us, sincere belief must be active inside of us everyday.  For without faith, it is impossible to esteem the reproach of Christ greater riches.


May God bless our studies and time at Conference such that our faith will increase and bear fruit.  Let us each make a living faith a reality in our daily lives.  With that aim, fill in the spaces below with goals of what you want to do, or change, or overcome in your life.

By faith, ____________________ . . .

                          (your name here)

By faith

By faith

By faith

