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Dear Young Person,


Sprinkled throughout the Old Testament are gems of the Scriptures that provide clues, foreshadows, or revelations about our Lord Jesus.  These “Types of Christ” are exciting to discover, fascinating to examine, and comforting to consider.  Thus, we hope the study you are about to begin will yield similar rewards as you explore the life of the man who stands as one the preeminent types of Christ in the Bible, Moses.


Moses, the servant of God, arises in the Biblical narrative in the opening chapters of Exodus, the second book of God’s Word.  However, this man’s influence and memory can be seen as far as the fifteenth chapter of the last book of the Bible.  Even today, Moses is remembered, not only by numerous religions around the world, but even in popular media and within the very walls of Jerusalem.  Yet despite the popularity of the stories of Exodus and despite all the knowledge in existence about the Law of Moses, so few are aware of the power that lies within the true lessons of the real life of Moses.  So, we hope that your consideration of the character of this man will help you discern the tremendous value of exhortation to be found behind the scenes of Exodus and within the life of God’s servant Moses.


While Moses is referred to nearly all across the Bible, in order to focus our studies into a practical and beneficial scope, we are going to center this workbook on the first fifteen chapters of Exodus and the last chapter of Deuteronomy.  While there will be references and research directed to and taken from other sources within and without the Bible, we hope that you will be able to appreciate the worth to be gleaned from an in-depth consideration of these sixteen chapters.  In addition, we divided this study into ten sections.  We ask that you read the entire portion of the Bible assigned to each section prior to beginning work on the questions.  In preparing this workbook, we used the NKJ version as our primary translation.  Since this study is the basis for extensive discussion at Conference, we recommend that you also write down at least four discussion points upon completion of each section.


During your work, you will find it helpful to refer to these books and study aids:

Gesenius' Lexicon

Moses, My Servant by Bro. Harry Tennant

Strong’s Concordance

Teenagers of the Bible by Bro. Shane Kingsbury

The Book of Exodus Expositor

The Treasury of Scriptural Knowledge

Ways of Providence by Bro. Robert Roberts

Westminster Dictionary of the Bible


Or these online resources:

en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ancient_Egypt
www.ancientegypt.co.uk/
www.ccel.org/j/josephus/works/ant-2.htm


As well, please feel free to communicate with us about the study.  For any questions, comments, or help, please contact us.  We have found the life of Moses to be inspiring, challenging, and powerful all at the same time.  Therefore, we are eager to share thoughts and discussions with you as you come to know this man for yourself.


There is so much to learn and consider about Moses, please give this study the time and energy needed.  Moses can teach us about our relationship with God, our relationships with our brethren, God’s plan for this Earth, what it truly means to have faith and love, and, most importantly, about our Savior Jesus Christ.  If our Lord remains away, we hope that your study will help you to likewise “esteem the reproach of Christ greater riches”.  May our God bless your work to yield fruit unto eternal life.

If it is the Father’s will, we hope to see you at the 2017 BC Youth Conference,
BC Youth Conference Committee.

SECTION 1 – Background & Exodus 1

“When the Time of the Promise Drew Near”

1. Shortly after promising to Abraham that his descendents would be as the stars in multitude, God also foretold to Abraham the experiences of his descendants in Egypt (Gen. 15:13-14).  List the seven key details of this prophecy, noting the verses that demonstrate the fulfillment of each.

Promise to Abraham





Proof of Fulfillment

1.







1. e.g. Ex. 22:21

2.







2. Ex. 1:13

3.







3. e.g. Ex. 1:14

4.







4. cp. Ex. 12:40-41, Gal. 3:16-17

5.







5. Ex. 7:4

6.







6. Ex. 12:37,41

7.







7. Ex. 12:35-36

2. List the four important details of the promise God made to Jacob concerning him and his descendants in the land of Egypt (Gen. 46:3-4).

Promise to Jacob





Proof of Fulfillment

1.







1. Ex. 1:7

2.







2. e.g. Gen. 48:15

3.







3. Gen. 50:13; (Ex. 12:51 national)

4.







4. Gen. 50:1-2

3a. God makes promises with the intention that His children believe in them.  Where in Gen. 48 does Jacob demonstrate his belief that God would not leave His people in Egypt?

b. Where in Gen. 50 does Joseph echo the sentiments of Jacob, expressing his own conviction that God would not leave His people in Egypt?  Where in the New Testament are these words of Joseph heralded as a great example of faith?

4. Referring to your answers from the previous questions, describe the frame of mind God was seeking to create in His children who ventured into, or were born in, the land of Egypt.

5a. List a few recent prophetical events that modern day believers have witnessed.  What assurance does this give us regarding the certainty of prophecies and promises that are to be fulfilled in our very near future (1 Thess. 5:4)?

b. What is the exhortation for us who are sojourning in “a land that is not ours,” spiritual Egypt?

Egypt – a Brief Review (OPTIONAL)

1. Using passages in Scripture, as well as other historical references, briefly describe the following characteristics of the nation of Egypt around 1500 BC:

a. Government:

b. Education (e.g. 1 Ki. 4:30):

c. Culture:

d. Economy (e.g. Num. 11:5; what was the source of agricultural prosperity?):

e. Religion:

f. Hebrew root words from which “Egypt” is derived (#4692, #6696):
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Ex. 1:1-14 “The Children of Israel Were Fruitful”

1. (v1)  Look up the word “now” in the concordance.  What insight does it give to us regarding the interval of time from the close of Genesis to Exodus 1:1?

Strong’s number:  6258
Meaning:

Exodus opens by reciting the names and numbers of Jacob’s family who “came to Egypt,” emphasizing that Exodus continues the train of thought from the end of the book of Genesis.

2a. List the three phrases in which Joseph’s name appears in verses 5-8, and describe the transition Scripture is emphasizing with these succeeding references to him. 

b. (v8) Joseph’s memory faded in the minds of the Egyptians.  As time passed after Joseph’s death, how would this spiritually dangerous mindset pose a threat to the children of Israel sojourning in Egypt?
c. Rather than remain faithfully obedient to the promises, what did many of the children of Israel eventually choose to become involved with (Ezek. 20:5-8)?

d. Given the circumstances of a. and b., describe the challenges to a faithful Israelite.

e. List other examples of faithful men and women who could “see” the promises and prophecies of God being fulfilled before they actually occurred, enabling them to overcome sin’s temptations.

The Spirit did not want the children of Israel to leave the memory of Joseph locked in a coffin of Egypt (Gen. 50:26); rather, they were to keep his character alive by keeping his faith in God’s promises alive in their hearts!

f. What is the application and warning for us in these “last days,” when the revival of the Truth was but a mere 150 years ago or so?  Cp. Rev. 16:15.

g. In contrast to Pharaoh who forgot Joseph, and to those of the Israelites that lost sight of God’s promises, Who “remembered His covenant forever” (Psalm 105:8)?

3. Note the increasingly exponential deaths of v6.  How does this set the stage for the pointed contrast of v7?

4a. (Question 4 is optional) (v7) Clearly Scripture is calling our attention to the miraculous growth of God’s chosen people.  Recall that the children of Israel have been in Egypt for a mere 100 years or so!  What verse in Genesis first introduces this rapid growth of the children of Israel in Egypt? (note: three of the Hebrew words describing Israel’s growth in v7 are also used in this Genesis reference!)
Read Gen. 1:26, 28-30, where God states His plan and purpose for the creation of man.  After Adam and Eve’s disobedience in the garden, they no longer could fully mirror “the image and likeness of God” because of their sinful nature (Gen. 3:19); they no longer could completely fulfill the command to “be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth” (Gen. 3:16, 19); nor could they “subdue the earth” and “have dominion” over it in the fullest sense (Gen. 3:17-18).  However, God’s purpose with man would not be thwarted.

b. Describe, using supporting references, how God intended to use Israel to further His purpose of developing a people:

i. in His image and likeness (e.g. Lev. 11:45)
ii. who would be fruitful and multiply and replenish the earth (e.g. Ex. 1:7)

iii. who would subdue the earth and have dominion over it (e.g. Josh. 1:3-4)

c. Did Israel succeed in fulfilling God’s purpose?  List supporting references.

The first son of God, Adam, fell short of God’s purpose for him.  God’s firstborn son, Israel, failed to accomplish God’s purpose with them.  However, despite man’s failings, God’s purpose remained and continued through the work of His only begotten Son, the firstborn, Jesus Christ.

d. Find echoes throughout Scripture alluding to or stating how God used (and is using) Christ to fulfill His purpose in Gen. 1:26, 28, and how we can be part of this fulfillment.  What is the exhortation for us?

i. in His image and likeness (e.g. Col.1:15; Gal. 4:19)
ii. who will be fruitful and multiply and replenish the earth (e.g. Is. 11:1 – the word “grow” is the same word “fruitful” in Ex. 1:7!)

iii. who will subdue and have dominion over all the earth (e.g. Ps.8:6; Rom. 6:14)
e. Stephen makes reference to the miraculous increase of the children of Israel in Acts 7:17.  After reading Acts 7:17, find and list other passages in Acts where the same word “multiplied” is used.

The miraculous growth of the children of Israel in Egypt foreshadows God’s work to multiply His sons and daughters in Christ until they become “a great multitude which no one could number, of all nations, tribes, peoples, and tongues” (Rev. 7:9).  

f. At what point did this miraculous expansion come to a halt?  See Ex. 12:37; Num. 1:46, 26:51.  Why?  Is there a time when the growth of the multitude making up the body of Christ will finish?  Explain.

5. (v8) Had the new king known Joseph, might he have dealt with Joseph’s relatives and descendants differently?  Why?

6a. (v9) How do the phrases “his people” vs. “the people” set an early precedent for the necessary distinction between the children of Israel and the Egyptians?

b. How does Ps. 105:24 describe the spiritual relationship between the two peoples?  Why?

c. What is the relationship between the sons of God and the spiritual Egyptians today (John 15:19; Jam. 4:4)?  How can this principle be demonstrated in your own life?
7. (v9-10) Who was behind the attitude and action against the children of Israel (Ps. 105:23-25)?  How does this parallel the hardening of Pharaoh’s heart beginning in chapter 4?

8. (v10-11) How does Pharaoh’s desire – attempting to prevent Israel from going up out of Egypt and desiring to retain them as burdened subjects of his kingdom – typify the nature we possess?

9. According to v9, what was the premise upon which Pharaoh took action against the children of Israel in v10-11?  How was Pharaoh’s intention frustrated by God’s miraculous intervention?  What is the spiritual application?  See Rom. 5:3-4, 2 Cor. 1:9-10.

10a. (v13-14) What is the meaning of the word “rigor”? (Gesenius provides helpful details).

Strong’s number:  6531
Meaning:

b. How does the force behind this word give us more insight to the literal toil of the Israelites?

11a. How do the physical hardships suffered by the children of Israel typify mankind’s physical and spiritual bondage to sin?

b. How can we be freed from the oppression of sin’s bondage (Rom. 6:6-7), whose slaves do we become (v18), and what changes must we make in our lives as a result (v16)?  Find additional supporting references.
12a. (Question 12 is optional) In what way did God use the harsh experiences of Israel’s slavery in Egypt as a comparison for how Israel was to treat strangers in their land (e.g. Ex. 22:21, 23:9; Lev. 19:34; Dt. 10:19)?

b. How were the Israelites to treat their brethren who sold themselves to one another (Lev. 25:39-55)?  (Note – vs. 43, 46, 53 is the same Hebrew word for “rigor” as in Exodus 1).
c. What is the practical exhortation for us today?

Ex. 1:15-22 “The Midwives Feared God”

1. (v15-16) Why was this desperate new plan to “deal wisely” only a short-sighted solution that naturally would work against Pharaoh in the future?

2a. What was the five-step progression in Pharaoh’s plan for domination over the children of Israel, climaxing in ultimate destruction in vs. 15-16?

v. 10

v. 11

v. 13

v. 14

v. 15-16

b. How does this succession parallel sin’s progressive attempt to dominate our lives?

3. (OPTIONAL) (v15) The Septuagint and Vulgate translations read “midwives of the Hebrews,” leaving open the possibility that they were not Israelites.  Taking into consideration the rest of the narrative, as well as other sources, what nationality do you think the midwives were?

4a. Imagine – you have just been brought in before Pharaoh himself, and are commanded to kill newborn children!  What do you risk by disobeying?

b. Strongly contrasting the fear and terror Pharaoh could instill, what was the more powerful principle directing the actions of the midwives?
c. (OPTIONAL) The fear of God is essential for true discipleship.  Research and discuss what Scripture teaches us about the “fear of God.”  Discuss also how you can apply the “fear of God” in your life.  Use additional paper, if necessary.

5a. (v17) Here is the first example in Scripture of conscientious objection!  Find and list:

i. other passages in Scripture instructing us to “fear God, and not do as the king” commands.

ii. at least three Biblical characters who did not obey men (even kings), while faithfully obeying the commandment of God.

We are not bound to keep those laws of man which conflict with the laws of God, whether pertaining to matters of religion or morality!
b. Describe a situation wherein you may find yourself presented with opportunity to apply the “Shiphrah-Puah” principle.

6. (v19) Do you think the deception of the midwives was justified?  Why or why not?

7. (v20) Irrespective of the immediate outcome, what comfort, strength and assurance do we have in our God, when we are threatened or persecuted for obedience to our convictions?  See Ps. 118:4-9; Rom. 8:31, 35-39.

8a. (v21) What does the phrase “provided households for them” mean?  What is the irony, in context of Pharaoh’s demand?

b. What is the blessing promised to the one who fears Yahweh in Psalm 128:3-4 (note: the word for fruitful is the same as that of Ex. 1:7!)
9a. (v15, 20) What are the meanings behind the names of the midwives?

Shiphrah: Strong’s number:  8236/5
Meaning:
Puah:
     Strong’s number:  6326
Meaning:
b. The root of Shiphrah’s name is found only in Psa. 16:6, where it is poorly translated as “good.”  Read the entire Psalm – how does v6 describe the hope maintained by these two midwives, despite their trying predicament?

10a. (v20) In addition to the rapidity and quantity of births among the children of Israel, what must have been true of the 1) health of newborns, and 2) death rate among the people, in order to achieve the population numbered at the time of the Exodus (Ex. 12:37)?

b. How does this again emphasize God’s miraculous hand at work (See Psa. 105:37)?

11a. (v22) Once more Pharaoh accelerated his efforts, this time enlisting the help of “all his people.”  Was this command heeded by Pharaoh’s people?

b. Consider the words of Jer. 31:15-18.  Where is this passage quoted?  Cp. the context of this quote (v15) with Ex. 4:22.

c. How are the circumstances and environment into which Moses was born, a type of the circumstances surrounding the birth of Jesus?

 “There is no record in Scripture of the great sorrow and utter grief that Hebrew women experienced.  We are left to imagine the months of hope and yet of fear, the aching hearts as their baby sons were taken from them by Pharaoh’s officers and cast into the Nile.”  (Women of the Bible, p. 56)
Closing Questions

1. Identify the visible ways in which God was at work in chapter 1.

2. Identify the types of the Lord Jesus Christ in chapter 1.

3. Summarize the lessons and practical exhortations you have learned in chapter 1.

SECTION 2 – Exodus 2

Ex. 2:1-10 – “By Faith Moses… was Hidden Three Months”

1. Using Ex. 6:16, 18, 20 and Num. 26:58-59, sketch a brief family tree from Jacob to Moses (include both of Moses’ parents).

2. (OPTIONAL) What are the meanings behind the names of Moses’ parents?  How might these names allude to God’s work with His people, both at that time and throughout history?

Amram:    Strong’s number:  6019
Meaning:

Jochebed: Strong’s number:  3115
Meaning:

3a. Who was born to Amram and Jochebed between verses 1 and 2?

b. How much older than Moses is Aaron (Ex. 7:7)?  How might Aaron’s birth have coincided with the events of chapter one?

4. Use your imagination to envision the thoughts and emotions that would be experienced by an Israelite family expecting a newborn child, given the recent command of the king.

The birth of Aaron in an atmosphere of oppression and terror must have been attended with sorrow, but dark as that hour was, it was light and joy compared to the birth of his brother. In daily expectation of the birth of her child, how must Jochebed have suffered, when day after day, night after night, she heard the wild entreaties for mercy followed by the feeble wail of helpless agony as another new born child was torn from the embrace of her despairing sisters in Israel.  (The Christadelphian, Vol. 96, 1959, p. 250)

During the months of waiting, like all Hebrew women [Jochebed] must have experienced great anxiety.  Being a woman of faith she, with her husband, undoubtedly spent many hours in prayer and supplication to God for His guidance and help.  Her consternation must have been great when her baby was born a boy.  (Women of the Bible, p. 57)

5a. (v2) Moses is described as a “beautiful” child.  Compare his description here and in Hebrews 11:23.  Other translations may be useful.

b. Stephen describes baby Moses as “exceeding fair” in Acts 7:20 (AV).  Compare other translations of this verse.  Look up the meaning of the word “exceeding.”

exceeding:  Strong’s number:  2316
Meaning:

c. Was Moses simply an attractive baby?  What do you think is meant by the description of the newborn boy – “he was a goodly child”?

6a. (v2) Were Amram and Jochebed hiding the baby simply on natural parental instinct?  What godly principle was involved (Heb. 11:23)?  Explain.

b. Like the midwives of chapter 1, whom did they fear, and of whom were they not afraid?

7. In verses 2-3 only the mother is mentioned – “she saw he was a beautiful child,” “she could no longer hide him,” “she took an ark.”  Who does Hebrews 11:23 tell us hid him?  How can these passages be reconciled, and what principle of a single-minded marriage do these combined passages convey?

8. (v2) How do you think Amram and Jochebed were able to keep the baby hidden for three months?  Describe some of the difficulties that they might encounter.

9a. (v3) The parents perceive that the baby could no longer be hidden, and Jochebed begins to build an ark for the baby.  What is the meaning of the word “daubed,” and in what other contexts is the Hebrew word used in the Old Testament?

Strong’s number:  2560
Meaning:

b. What mental picture does this word and its other uses conjure up when describing Jochebed constructing the ark?

What a struggle in a woman’s bosom between natural terror and spiritual confidence! The method adopted was fraught with danger – to expose her babe to the frail craft and deep and dangerous currents of the river – perhaps even to suffering and starvation. Necessity impelled, and faith in a merciful God gave solace and assurance… To watch what would become of the precious cargo was a trial too fearful for maternal love. We can picture the lingering farewell and the hurried departure to find comfort and strength in prayer at the footstool of her God, to whom her babe was entrusted.  (The Christadelphian, Vol. 96, 1959, p. 251)

10. (v4) At this point we are introduced to Moses’ sister, most likely Miriam.  Having discreetly positioned herself “to know what would be done to him,” do you think the young girl was concerned only for her brother’s physical well-being (v7)?  Might this reveal anything about Miriam’s spiritual maturity?

11. Imagine the drama as the daughter of Pharaoh approached the water’s edge!  From what we know of Miriam in this context, describe what may have been going through her mind as the events of v4-6 unfold.

Contrary to all human reasoning and judgment, God chose the daughter of the king who had decreed the death of all the male Hebrew babies to become aware of the plight of this baby boy.  His choice was powerfully vindicated by Pharaoh’s daughter’s compassionate response, first to the crying baby and then to Miriam’s proposal.

“Has not God made foolish the wisdom of this world?  The foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger than men.”  (1 Cor. 1:20, 25)

12a. (v7) What may have been the long-term result, had Miriam not stepped forward with her request?  In other words, how is the future of an entire nation affected by the humble, faithful request of this child?

b. Where did Miriam learn to demonstrate such faith and prudence, at a relatively young age (her suggested age ranges between twelve and fifteen)?
c. What powerful lesson does this provide regarding our example to young children – whether our own or children in the ecclesia?

13. (v5-7) In what ways must the hand of Providence been at work in these circumstances?  How have the events, though divinely orchestrated, left room for the freewill demonstration of the character of Jochebed, Miriam, and Pharaoh’s daughter?

14a. (v8) Describe your vision of Amram and Jochebed’s reaction (thoughts, words, prayers, emotions, etc.) upon hearing Miriam’s news?

b. How is this outcome similar to the reward given to the midwives in 1:21?  What do we learn about how God responds to our faith?

15a. (v7, 9) The word “nurse(d)” appears four times in these verses.  What is the meaning of the word?  What is the spiritual significance?  Cp. Heb. 5:12-14, 1 Pet. 2:2.

Strong’s number:  3243
Meaning:

b. Moses was “brought up” in his father’s house for three months (Acts 7:20), plus an additional number of years.  The same Greek word is used again in Acts 22:3.  What insight does this passage give to Moses’ upbringing?

c. Find at least 3 references that highlight the important principles and exhortation surrounding Godly parenting (e.g. Ps. 78:1-7).

d. Describe your vision of what Moses’ upbringing by his faithful parents would have been like.  What important principles did he learn?  What prophecies and promises of God would his parents teach him?

e. What is the lesson for us?  Cp. 2 Tim. 3:15.

Pharaoh’s compassionate daughter no longer beholds a weeping baby, but rather a boy of eight to twelve years of age.  Rather than having forgotten about him, or worse yet, ordering his and the family’s execution, she takes the child to be her own son.

16a. (v10) What was Pharaoh’s daughter’s purpose and interest in the child Moses?  What was the purpose and interest of God?  How did God use the interests of Pharaoh’s daughter to develop His own purposes?

b. What is the meaning of Moses’ name?  What reason does Pharaoh’s daughter give for naming him so?  Who drew Moses out of the waters?  Cp. Ps. 18:16-19.

Strong’s number:  4872
Meaning:

After caring for Moses during his most formative years, Jochebed is not heard of again.  But she left her influence with him.  It was at her knee that he learned to love and reverence the one and only true God.  (Women of the Bible, p. 58)
The narrative furnishes no details of the period when Moses was returned to his mother until his adoption by Pharaoh’s daughter. Nor are we told whether Moses had contact with his mother after his reception into Pharaoh’s household. What is clear is the great influence Jochebed’s teaching had on Moses. She formed his character. By her teaching and example his principles were fixed. His religion—the hope of the promise—was the actuating motive of his life. The lessons and example of the Egyptian Court were powerless to counteract his early training.  (The Christadelphian, Vol. 96, 1959, p. 251)

Hebrews 11:24-26 - “When He Became of Age”

1a. (v24) What does “of age” mean?

Strong’s number:  3173
Meaning:

b. How is the Greek word used throughout the N.T. (e.g. Mt. 5:19, 20:25; Heb. 4:14)?  Therefore, how did Moses “come of age” (Acts 7:22)?

c. What period of his life is Heb. 11:24-26 referring to? …when he was 40, or much sooner?

2. (v24-26) List the four faithful actions of Moses at this early stage of his life in Egypt.  What worldly pursuits did he forfeit?

3. In what way did Moses “refuse” to be affiliated with Pharaoh’s family?  Was this a verbal campaign, or an everyday mindset?  Note how the Greek word for “refused” is used in passages such as Lk. 9:23, Titus 2:12, Rev. 2:13, and describe the lesson for us.

4. (v25) The root for the phrase “suffer affliction with” is used in Heb. 13:3.  How does this passage relate to Moses’ decision at this present time?  In what ways would Moses have suffered with his brethren?

5a. (v25) Look up the meaning of the Greek word for “enjoy pleasures.”

Strong’s number:  619

Meaning:

b. This Greek word is used only one other time in the New Testament – 1 Timothy 6:17.  Look up the passage and describe what could provide “full enjoyment” for Moses.

c. How does the meaning of the word offer motivation for us to crucify our desires for the passing pleasures of sin?

6a. (v25) Sin’s pleasures are described as “passing” (AV “for a season”).  The word is translated “temporary” in 2 Cor. 4:18.  How does the principle of 2 Cor. 4:14-18 give hope for Moses and for others mentioned in Hebrews 11 who “died in faith, not having received the promises”?

b. The deceitfulness of the flesh would have us indulge ourselves in the world’s pleasures, or try to justify “having it both ways.”  Why does God require full self-sacrifice?

c. What passing pleasures of sin can you identify as needing to be forsaken in your own life?

7a. (v26) What reproach, and from whom, would come to Moses by identifying with fellow brethren of the Lord Jesus Christ?

b. Describe the kind of reproach you may (or do!) face for identifying with the Lord Jesus Christ and his fellow brethren?

c. What reproach, and from Whom, would come to Moses – and to us – for being ashamed of associating with our Lord and our fellow brethren (Lk. 9:24-26)?

d. Often our sinful human nature makes us ashamed to admit that we are the Lord’s!  Describe ways in which you can combat feelings of embarrassment or shame in associating yourself with Christ and the principles of discipleship.

8a. (v26) The treasures of Egypt are not worthy to be compared to the reward of the faithful!  What reward or treasure is there for us if we are willing to esteem the reproaches of Christ as great riches?  Find at least three supporting references (e.g. Heb. 10:32-36, 1 Pet. 4:12-14).

b. What conscious, daily decisions does this require on our part, throughout the course of our life?  See Mt. 6:19-21.

9a. (v26) Moses “looked” to the reward.  What does this word mean (AV “respect”)?

Strong’s number:  578

Meaning:

b. What did Moses look away from, and what did he look toward?  What is the practical application for us?

10. Like Moses, we must faithfully choose a life in the spirit, separating ourselves from the lifestyle of Egypt.  Complete the chart below to see how Rom. 8:16-18 parallels the example of Moses in Heb. 11:24-26.

	Heb. 11:24-26
	Rom. 8:16-18

	
	we are the children of God



	suffer affliction with the people of God


	

	
	that we also may be glorified together



	reproach of Christ


	

	
	not worthy to be compared



	looked to the reward


	


Acts 7:21-22 “Mighty in Words and Deeds”

1a. (v21) The phrase “brought up” is the same as that used in v20, yet his upbringing in Egypt would be vastly different than the Godly instruction he had received in his formative years.  In what ways would Moses have been “learned in all the wisdom of the Egyptians”?

b. For what was this training preparing him from Egypt’s perspective? …from God’s perspective?

c. What other Hebrews were wise and held in high esteem in the foreign nations in which they lived?

2a. (v22) As Moses grew in Egypt, he became “mighty” in words and deeds.  What does the word “mighty” mean, and how do passages such as Mt. 19:26, Mk. 14:36, and Rom. 4:21 help us understand the force behind the word?

Strong’s number:  1415
Meaning:

b. How was Moses “mighty in words and deeds”?  While these characteristics were useful to his occupation in Egypt, Whose mighty words and deeds would Moses need to learn to employ in his service to the children of Israel?

c. Who else is referred to as being mighty in deed and word in an exemplary summary of His character at the end of His life?  How does this description contrast the way in which Moses was mighty in word and deed while in Egypt?

d. What mighty deeds does God desire to accomplish in us (e.g. 2 Cor. 10:3-5)?  What assurance does this give us in the battle against the flesh?

3a. To what might Moses have attained if he had never left Egypt?

b. How does his “potential” or “opportunity” in Egypt compare to that of Jesus in Mt. 4:8?

c. What lesson is there for us, either in the work force or in educational institutions of this world?

 “…had he ever attained to authority in Egypt as Pharaoh, he might have been the Pharaoh of the Exodus, and, having cast in his lot with Egypt, been found fighting against God.”  (Moses My Servant, p. 19)

4a. Imagine Moses, guided by the Holy Spirit, penning the words of Exodus 2 towards the end of his life.  As he moves from v10 to v11, no doubt he could still clearly recall the decades of his “mighty words and deeds” in Egypt.  What might he have thought, therefore, as his pen omitted the events of these years of his life?  Were his “mighty words and deeds” any longer of significance to him?

b. If you were to write an autobiography towards the end of your life, what might you omit as insignificant, though it seems important to you now?  What is the lesson for us?

Exodus 2:11-15 “He Shewed Himself Unto Them”

1. (v11) How old was Moses at this time?
2a. At this stage in his life, Heb. 11:27 records Moses’ next major act of faith.  Note how the word “forsook” is used in such passages as Mt. 19:5 and Lk. 5:27-28.  What does the phrase “he forsook Egypt” mean?  In what ways might you need to forsake Egypt?

b. Why would Moses’ forsaking Egypt provoke the wrath of the king?  Cp. Prv. 19:12.

c. In Dan. 3:14-19, who else had the opportunity to abate the lion-like wrath of the king, and obtain his favor by conforming to ungodly practices?

d. How might this principle be exemplified in our lives today, and what confidence in our God do we share with these faithful men?

e. How was Moses’ (and our own) “endurance” [to be strong, i.e. (fig.) steadfast (patient)] dependant upon seeing Him who is invisible?

3. (v11) In contrast to the intentions of Pharaoh’s daughter in v10, whose family has Moses chosen to be a part of, and what twice-repeated phrase in v11 demonstrates this?

4. What caused Moses to visit his brethren (Acts 7:23)?  Name other characters that acted on a similar premise.  What do their examples teach us (e.g. 2 Cor. 8:16, Php. 1:3-8)?

5a. For what purpose did Moses leave the court of Egypt at this period in his life, and visit his brethren (Acts 7:25)?  Has he merely gone out to join the rank-and-file workers, and become lost in a sea of slaves?

b. What important prophecies/promises would Moses have been taught from his youth that might lead him to correctly ascertain that God would use him as Israel’s deliverer?

c. What parallels might he have considered between his situation, and that of his grandfather’s brother, Joseph?

6. (v11) The Hebrew was “one of [Moses’] brethren.”  What relationship does this Hebrew – and Moses – have to the Egyptian (Ps. 105:24)?

“He came to the conclusion that God’s purpose was to deliver Israel by his hand.  His conclusion was right as events ultimately showed, but he was premature in the way he attempted to give his conclusion practical effect.  He did not wait for God Himself to use the situation thus providentially prepared.  He began to act without directions.  Of his own motion, he smote an Egyptian who wronged a Hebrew.”  (Ways of Providence, p. 78)

7a. (v12) What is the meaning of the word “killed” (AV – “slew”), and how is this word used in vs. 11 and 13?
Strong’s number:  5221
Meaning:

b. By contrast, what is the meaning of the word “kill(ed)” in v14?
Strong’s number:  2026
Meaning:

c. Compare the account in Acts 7:24.  What is the meaning of the Greek word for “struck down” (AV – “smote”)?  Note also definition of the root word, and its related words.

Strong’s number:  3960
Meaning:

Root word:
Strong’s number:  3817
Meaning:

d. Do you think Moses intended to actually kill the Egyptian?  If not, what has happened that Moses now finds himself having to bury the evidence of his actions?

e. What danger is there in employing natural means to accomplish a desired outcome?

8a. Acts 7:24 tells us Moses “avenged” him who was oppressed.  To whom does vengeance belong?  See Rom. 12:19 (notice the context, beginning in v12!)

b. Conversely, around what premise did Christ’s commission center (Lk 9:56, Jn. 12:47)?  What is the lesson for us?

c. When He took vengeance on Egypt, did God destroy the people immediately, or did He provide opportunity for their repentance?  How did Moses’ current method not allow for the prospect of repentance and change?

9a. (v12) In whose strength and might had Moses gone out to help the oppressed Israelites?

b. Remember that Moses had become “mighty (unstoppable!) in words in deeds” while growing up in Egypt.  How is this manifesting itself in this situation?

c. What precedent and tone was Moses establishing for the method in which he foresees Israel being delivered at this time?

d. How does Moses’ misunderstanding echo Israel’s misconception of Christ’s purpose in his first advent (Jn. 6:15, Lk. 24:19, 21)?

“Was this the way of deliverance?  He had learned the art of the fight and no doubt quickly despatched the man.  But this was not the Lord’s way.  Quick justice by the sword without time for a hearing or for repentance was not to be the door by which God would bring forth his people.  The God of mercy would give ample time for Egypt to repent of her ways before the final stroke.  The anger and passion of man would have no part in that day… the Israelites would use no violence toward their oppressors.”  (Moses My Servant, p. 18)

10a. When Moses returned home that night, what was happening among his brethren, the children of Israel?  How did this differ from what Moses would have envisioned (Acts 7:25)?

b. Look up the meaning of the word “supposed” (Acts 7:25).  Note also the root word from which it is derived, and how it is translated in the New Testament.

Strong’s number:  3543
Meaning:

Root word:
Strong’s number:  3551
Meaning:

c. Based on the meaning of the word, was Moses simply making a haphazard guess, just hoping that they would catch on to his intentions?  As he forsook Egypt that day, would it have been even remotely possible to convince him that his brethren would not accept him as their deliverer?

11a. What was the fundamental mistake that Moses made in his assumption in Acts 7:25?  (Hint: contrast whose hand is described in v25 to that of v35)

b. At this point in his development, what role did Moses see himself in?  Who did Moses desire to be revealed as prince among them?  By contrast, Who was to be their ultimate leader and deliverer (Ps. 105:37)?

c. Why is it so crucial that this aspect of Moses’ character be changed prior to his being useful to God in delivering His people out of Egypt?  Who would have received the honor and praise for Israel’s deliverance, had Moses been successful?  What is the lesson for us?

12a. (Acts 7:26) He “appeared” to two of his brethren.  How does the AV render this word?

b. What was Moses’ express purpose in “shewing” himself to his brethren?  What was he attempting to reveal himself as?  The definition of the word may help.

c. How does the retort of the offender in Ex. 2:14 support this conclusion?

13a. (v13) How does Moses’ use of the word “companion” further attest to how he viewed his brethren (v11), and how he desired they view each other?

b. How is this word most often translated in the Old Testament?  How is it most often translated in the book of Job (e.g. 2:11)?

c. How do Moses’ words add to the importance of the relationship we share with fellow brethren in Christ?  How can this principle take practical effect in our lives?

14a. (v13) Moses correctly understands that conflict and fighting is never appropriate among true brethren of Christ.  What insights do passages such as Gen. 13:8, Ps. 133, and Jas. 4:1 provide, and what can we learn from this?

b. At times, the struggle against the flesh takes its toll, leading to potential strife among brethren.  Who or what is our shared enemy, i.e. that which we must fight against together?

c. When Christ returns to ultimately deliver us from this present evil world, how will He look upon conflict in the brotherhood?  What is the lesson for us?

15a. (Ex. 2:14 / Acts 7:26) Moses tried to “reconcile” them (AV - “would have set them at one again”).  What does the phrase “would have set” mean?

Strong’s number:  4900
Meaning:

b. This is the only usage of the Greek word in the New Testament (it is not the word used in our being reconciled to God, through Christ).  The combined roots for this word signify a forceful pushing towards union.  How is this consistent with what we have learned about the means by which Moses was taking action and prepared to solve issues, whether between his brethren, or between Egypt and Israel, at this time?

c. As a judge, Moses was prepared to forcefully pronounce judgments and impose resolutions.  What evident contrast do we see 40+ years later, after a period of development in character (Ex. 18:13)?

d. What is the lesson for us regarding the employment of fleshly means to achieve desired outcomes in the Truth, versus what God finds truly useful in his service?

16. (Acts 7:27) Having physically intervened in the situation, Moses was pushed away by the offender.  From v22, do you think Moses had ever been pushed away before, by anyone?  How does the offender’s response set the stage for the startling revelation Moses is about to receive?

17a. (Ex. 2:14) Do you think the offender was shirking the confession of wrongdoing, directly challenging Moses’ revealing himself as their deliverer, or both?  (Remember whose authority Moses is asserting).

b. Although Moses’ present method was unsuitable for the desired liberation, what parallel does Stephen make between Israel’s rejection of Moses and the Jewish leaders’ rejection of Christ as the One who could set them free from bondage to sin?

c. Though Moses may not have intended to kill the Egyptian, what kind of impression did his swift and decisive blow leave in the mind of his brethren?  How does this impression account for the response of the offending Hebrew?  What is he really asking?

In just 48 hours, the very foundation upon which Moses stands is taken out from under his feet!  Everything he thought he would accomplish suddenly becomes an impossibility!

18. (v15) Compare this verse with what we know of Moses’ earlier actions described in Hebrews 11:27.  What caused Moses to flee – Pharaoh’s intention to kill him, or his perceived inability to accomplish Israel’s deliverance due to their unwillingness to be led by him (Acts 7:29)?
19a. Had God explicitly called Moses to deliver Israel at this time?  When did God directly call him to be a ruler and deliverer to Israel (Acts 7:35)?

b. What vital aspect of spiritual leadership did Moses need to learn (Is. 63:11-12, 1 Pet. 5:2-3)?

c. Over 40 years later, Moses’ brethren (Ex. 6:16, 18, 20-21) again challenge him for “acting princely” among them (Num. 16:13).  This time, however, the brethren are “contending” against him, and ultimately against God!  (Num. 26:9 – note the Hebrew word for “contended” here is the same word for “fighting” in Ex. 2).  How does Moses’ reaction to this challenge (Ex. 16:4-5) differ vastly from the way in which he handled himself in Ex. 2?

d. At this later stage in his development, what role has Moses taken on with respect to the people?  Who does Moses now allow to be revealed as prince among them?

20. (v15) What thoughts do you envision running through Moses’ mind as he fled to Midian?

Ex. 2:16-25 “A Stranger in a Foreign Land”
1a. (v15) Find Midian on a map.  About how far did Moses travel in his flight from Egypt?

b. What is the origin of the Midianites (Gen. 25:1-4)?  How was Moses related to the people of this country?

2a. Upon arriving in Midian, Moses was immediately presented with a situation similar to the two conflicts he recently encountered in Egypt.  List as many parallels as you can find (e.g. the setting, his response, etc.).

b. What was Moses’ intention in helping these seven shepherdesses?  How was he attempting to be of a help to his neighbor?

c. More significantly, what was being revealed to Moses in this incident?  Though he has fled some 200 miles, towards what has he not yet taken a single step?  What key aspects of his character were again being revealed to Moses, i.e. those which he must (and would) learn to change if he is to be useful in God’s intentions for him?

d. What does this tell us about how the angels will work in our lives, using repeated tests to reveal and transform our character?  What is the intended purpose in such proving of character, and what consolation does this provide for us?

3a. (v18) What does Reuel’s name mean?

Strong’s number:  7467
Meaning:

b. What is his other name, and what does it signify?

Strong’s number:  3503
Meaning:

c. Why do you think he has two names?  If perhaps the former of these is a title, of Whom might he be a priest?

d. What do we learn about the character of Reuel from Ex. 2:20, 4:18, and ch. 18?

e. (OPTIONAL) What family line descended from Reuel, what was significant about them, and what light might this shed on this man with whom Moses became acquainted?  See Jer. 35, cp. 1 Chr. 2:55, Jdg. 1:15.

4a. (v21) Moses was “content” to live with the man.  What does this word mean (see also its associated word)?  What additional insight does Gesenius provide to how it is used in this verse?

Strong’s number:  2974
Meaning:

b. His hopes and expectations shattered, and miles from everything and everyone familiar to him, with no foreseeable plan for the future, why was Moses “content” to live with Reuel?

c. Have you ever experienced a time in your life when, suddenly, significant conditions changed dramatically for the “worse”?  How did you respond?  To Whom can we always turn, in confidence and trust?  See Heb. 13:5, Hymn 165.

5a. Do you think Moses had lost sight of God and His purpose with His people, i.e. lost faith in the promises?  Why or why not?

b. Do you think Moses had abandoned the notion that God would use him as Israel’s deliverer?  Why or why not?

“Moses, after a life of elevation and Egyptian education, had to have zeal and his general views sobered by adversity.  He had to be prepared by quietness and humiliation for the mighty work which God had in reserve for him.  So here he was, in the unexciting wilderness, in a monotonous occupation, perplexed perhaps by the inexplicable delay, and discouraged by the total absence of direct tokens of God’s promised interference on behalf of Israel… we can easily imagine that after that, as month after month rolled by in the routine of a shepherd’s life without witnessing any token of the promised visitation, the sickness of deferred hope crept over him and reconciled him to the idea of spending his days where he was.”  (Ways of Providence, p. 79)

6a. (v22) What does Gershom’s name mean?  What reason does Moses give for naming him so?

Strong’s number:  1647/8
Meaning:

b. What does this reveal about Moses’ mindset towards Midian?

7a. In the process of time, Zipporah gave birth to another son (Ex. 18:4).  What does his name mean (note especially the meaning of #410), and what was Moses’ explanation for giving him this name?

Strong’s number:  461

Meaning:

b. What major realization was Moses acknowledging in the name of his second son, and how does this show a spiritual maturity compared to his method of handling situations at age 40?

c. What can we learn from Moses’ growth and spiritual maturity at this stage?

8. (v23) “In the process of time…”  Approximately how many years passed between Moses coming to Midian, and the next series of events that begin in 2:23?  See 7:7.

9a.  In the allegory of sin’s desiring to keep us in bondage, subjecting us to slavery and ultimately death, what important first step must we take in the process of our deliverance, when we come to realize and acknowledge our burdened state of bondage?

b. What has God provided in anticipation of our cry of desperation (e.g. Is. 61:1, Mt. 11:28-30, 1 Jn. 5:3)?

10. What covenant does v24 refer to?  Cp. 3:8, 6:4.  Do you think God had “forgotten” His covenant?

Closing Questions

1. Identify the visible ways in which God has been at work in chapter 2.

2. Identify the types of the Lord Jesus Christ in chapter 2.

3. Summarize the lessons and practical exhortations you have learned in chapter 2.

4. (OPTIONAL) Research what Josephus says about Moses during his time in Egypt (“Antiquities of the Jews”, Book 2).
SECTION 3 - Exodus 3

“He who was drawn out of the water will now be drawn out of the wilderness.  The chosen man is to serve the chosen people” (Moses My Servant, p. 22)

Skipping ahead forty years, we now find Moses in a much different condition than we left him in Exodus 2.  Now at the age of eighty (Acts 7:30), Moses clearly has been changed by Midian. 

Exodus 3:1 – “Moses kept the flock”

1a. Moses became a shepherd.  What character traits does shepherding develop?

b. What other Bible characters were shepherds?

2a. What kind of lifestyle do shepherds live?

b. How many material possessions do shepherds own?

3.  Thus, how would Moses have changed during his years as a shepherd, after being raised in the house of Pharaoh?

4.  Why was this necessary for God’s purpose?

5.  Whose flock was Moses shepherding?

6.  What does this indicate about Moses’ financial situation?

7a. To what part of the desert did Moses lead the flock?

b. Where do you think this is on the map below?  Please indicate:
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c. Where would be the “front” of the desert on the map?

d. What are conditions like on the Sinai Peninsula?

e. Given your answer to 7d, how well did Moses live from the age of forty to eighty?

8.  What might this tell us about Moses’ frame of mind and character at this point?

9.  This is the first mention of Mt. Horeb in the Bible.  Where is Mt. Horeb?  What other name does it have?  Show proof.

10. (OPTIONAL) Mt. Horeb has a special title.  Why is it called the mountain of God?

11.  What other Bible characters are believed to have spent life-changing time alone on this mountain?

Moses had spent four decades subsisting in one of the harshest environments on Earth.  While his days must have been challenging, the trials of life had broken down the pride and ambition of Moses’ youth.  It was this meek and tried man that God desired to perform His work.

Exodus 3:2 – “behold, the bush was burning with fire”

1.  While with his flock, an angel appears to Moses out of a fire from an unconsumed bush.  What does the Hebrew word translated “bush” suggest about the kind of plant this was?

Strong’s number:  5572       Meaning:

2.  Please describe how you visualize this scene:

3.  Can you find an account of a non-consuming fire anywhere else in the Bible (e.g. Daniel 3)?

4.  Can you find three accounts where God is in control of consuming fire (e.g. Elijah)?

5.  In each case where God controls fire, what are the effects of His demonstration of power? 

6a. Therefore, what impact would this display have had on Moses?

b. This was a completely unique method of calling used for Moses.  Have we also been called by distinct means (hint: Hebrews 1)?

7.  What is the prophetic symbol of this bush being on fire, yet unconsumed (hint: Malachi 3:6)?

8.  Please list at least five historical and/or Biblical examples that fulfill this prophetic symbol:

Exodus 3:3-5 – “turn aside and see this great sight”

1.  Where did the burning bush appear, in relation to Moses’ direction?

2.  This verse is a fascinating glimpse into Moses’ thought process.  What steps did his mind go through?

3.  When do you think he realized that this was a divine miracle?

4.  (v4) God did not call to Moses until he turned to gaze at the bush.  What is significant about this?

5.  “Here I am” is the ready answer of a servant of God.  

a. What other Bible characters answered their call the same way?

b. How can we do the same?

6.  (v5) Moses was commanded to not draw near the bush.  Why?

7.  How far away do you think he was?

8.  He is told to take off his sandals.  Why?

9. (OPTIONAL) Why cannot shoes be worn on holy ground?

Exodus 3:6 – “he was afraid to look upon God”

1.  God declares Himself to Moses as the God of his father and forefathers.  Refer to question 1 of Section 2.  Counting up to Abraham, what other men could have been included in this declaration?
2.  Thus, God has just told Moses that He is the God of nearly all his fathers leading up to Abraham.  What effect would this declaration have on a man who has been away from his family for forty years?

3.  Yet, Moses was afraid.  Why?

4.  Do you think this fear was of the physical site of the bush and/or a psychological fear of facing God?

Yet for whatever alarm Moses had, he continued to listen to God.  In the coming years of his life, Moses will often be afraid and gripped with trepidation.  But unlike his choice at age forty, Moses will now always stick with God, resist the urge to flee, and persevere with God’s help.

Exodus 3:7-10 – “I will send you to Pharaoh”

1.  Given Moses’ personal intentions forty years in the past to do what God says He will do in these verses, what do you think Moses was thinking upon hearing this revelation?

2.  If you were Moses, what emotions would you have felt at this time?

3. (OPTIONAL) Of course, God eventually fulfilled his promise to Moses to bring the people into the Promised Land.  But, do you feel there has been or will be a latter fulfillment?  Where is this mentioned in the New Testament?

4. (v8) This is the first description of the land of Israel as a “land flowing with milk and honey”.  What does this mean?  Is it literal, spiritual, or both?

Exodus 3:11-13 – “Who am I”

1.  Moses, while not denying the good of the cause of freeing Israel, denied his own ability to lead this effort.  Do you feel that Moses legitimately felt he was unqualified, or do you think that he simply didn’t want the job?

2.  Did Moses show meekness or weakness?  What is the difference?

3a. What is the lesson for us?

b. Where specifically can we apply this lesson in our discipleship?

4.  (v12) God, in his kindness, knew that Moses needed help.  Thus, He states that He will certainly be with Moses.  Additionally, He gave Moses a sign.  What is the sign?

5.  Was this the kind of sign that would offer short-term assurance for Moses?

6.  Ironically, this sign would not be witnessed until after such tremendous shows of divine authority as the Ten Plagues and the crossing of the Red Sea.  For this sign to be effective in the short-term, what would it require of Moses?

7.  (v13) Did the children of Israel ever ask Moses for the name of their God?

8.  Therefore, what do you think was Moses’ intention with the question?

Moses’ responses to God’s call had been far from positive.  Rather than acceptance, Moses showed hints of denial and excuse.  Thus, God had to continue to impress upon Moses the certainty and significance of the work that would surely come to pass by His hand.
Exodus 3:14 – “I AM WHO I AM”

1.  What information does Strong’s Concordance provide about the Hebrew word translated as ‘AM’ in our Bibles?

Strong’s number:

Meaning:

2a. How else is it that Hebrew word used in the Bible?

b. Does it tend to be in the present or future tense?

3.  Therefore, what do you suggest is the proper translation of God’s declaration to Moses?

4.  What do you suggest it means?

5.  What effect do you think this declaration had on Moses as well as the children of Israel?

6.  How does this name affect you?
Exodus 3:15-22 – “I have surely visited you”

1.  After declaring His name to Moses in verse 14, God twice described himself as the God of the nation’s fathers.  How are the two connected?

2.  Later in Exodus, God fulfilled all the things He said in these verses.   What was God doing for Moses?

3.  What effect should this have had on Moses?

4.  Like Moses, we are servants of God.  What does Amos 3:7 tell us we also have in common with Moses at the end of Exodus 3?

5.  What has God told us He is about to do with His people (include verses like Romans 11:26 or your answers from #3 on the bottom of page 35)?

6.  What effect should this have on us (compare to your answer for #3 on this page)?

7a. (OPTIONAL) Jesus cites these verses of Exodus in Mt. 22:32, Mark 12:26, and Luke 20:37.  What important doctrine is Jesus supporting using these verses from Exodus?

b. (OPTIONAL) Explain Christ’s reasoning.  Is this the same idea God was trying to convey to Moses at this time, and if so, why?

Closing Questions

1.  The name of our God is very important and worthy of more consideration.  Research the name of God as revealed to Moses (or other titles of God).  What is it?

2.  What does it truly mean (reference your work from page 37)?  

3.  How should it be used, treated, and honored?  

4.  What power did it have for Moses and what significance does it have for us?

5.  Is the specific name “I AM THAT I AM” ever used again?  Why?

6.  How is His name a memorial or remembrance?

“For God is not unjust to forget your work and labor of love which you have showed toward His name, in that you have ministered to the saints, and do minister.” – Hebrews 6:10

SECTION 4 - Exodus 4

Yet for all that God showed and told Moses in the previous chapter, there remained in him an unconvinced heart.  Thus, God had to give even more proof and consolation for His chosen one.

Exodus 4:1-5 – “And Moses answered”

1.  Moses shared his doubts with God.  Why did he do this?

2.  Who did Moses doubt and who did he not doubt?

3.  Can you identify with his situation?  What lessons can you draw from his struggle?

4.  (v2–v4) What did God do for Moses’ sake in this sign?

5.  What did Moses contribute to the sign?

6.  Describe the struggle between faith and fear in Moses’ mind during this sign:

7.  What traits did Moses show?

8.  (v5) What did God say was the national purpose of this sign?

9.  How would that help Moses?

10.  What do serpents represent in the Bible (include at least three passages)?

Exodus 4:6-8 – “Now put your hand in your bosom”

1.  What did Moses do in this second sign?  How would a leprous hand make his obedience very difficult?

2.  Thus, how did his actions show faith?

3.  What miraculous actions did God perform in this sign?

4.  (v8) What was the purpose of the sign?

5.  How would this further help Moses?

6.  What was God trying to do with Moses?

7.  What is leprosy a symbol of in the Bible (include at least three passages)?

Exodus 4:9 – “if they do not believe even these two signs”

1.  God equipped Moses with a third sign.  What was it? 

2.  Blood is an important symbol in the Bible.  What things can blood symbolize?

3.  Is there a commonality between the signs of blood, leprosy, and the serpent?

4.  What is the deeper meaning in these signs?

5.  What can we apply from this?

6.  Have we been shown signs?  What are they?  Why are they important?

God just showed Moses some unique and powerful signs.  These symbols each speak of overcoming the flesh and victory over sin with God’s help by faith.  Yet, Moses was still unable to conquer the conflicts and doubts within, although he would eventually.  May we be motivated to succeed in our struggle (Eph. 6:11) by the signs we see in the world and in the Word.

Exodus 4:10 – “O my Lord, I am not eloquent”

1.  What do different Bible versions record for Moses’ description of himself?

2.  Please do some research into the Hebrew words Moses used to describe his verbal skills:

Eloquent:
Strong’s number:  1697
Meaning:

Slow:

Strong’s number:  3515
Meaning:

Speech:
Strong’s number:  6310
Meaning:

Tongue:
Strong’s number:  3956
Meaning:

3.  What specific problems do you think he had?  Did he always have these problems?

4.  Moses tried to use his weakness as an excuse.  What does the Bible teach about making excuses?

5.  What did Jesus tell the apostle Paul about human “weakness”?

6.  What Bible characters, through God’s help, were able to overcome their natural weaknesses?  Please describe at least one from each Testament (for example: Gideon, Peter, Jacob, or John).

Exodus 4:11-12 – “Have not I, the LORD?”

1.  What was God’s response?

2.  Where else in the Bible is God described as a maker?

3.  (OPTIONAL)  Some of these verses may be found in Job.  What parallels exist between Job and Moses in Exodus 4?

4.  What effect did God’s encouragement have on Moses?

5.  Where has God told us the same thing (for example: Psalm 139)?

Exodus 4:13 – “whomever else You may send”

1.  God answered all of Moses’ questions.  So, what did Moses resort to?

2.  No one could count all the urgent pleas that God has heard from His creation.  But, in the Bible, what examples do we have of prayerful pleading?

3.  Of these examples, what tends to define whether or not God chooses to honor begging? (consider Hannah and Hezekiah)

4.  Given this information, how would you evaluate Moses’ plea?

5.  What principles should we understand about begging to God?

6.  How can we apply this to our relationship with our Heavenly Father?

7.  Nevertheless, Moses still did not believe in himself.  What kind of belief did Moses have here?

Exodus 4:14-17 - "Is not Aaron the Levite your brother?”

1. (OPTIONAL) Though Moses is losing the struggle against the resistance and hesitation of his natural mind (Romans 7:15-25), God again provided a solution.  Where else in the Bible do we see God modify His means of achieving His purpose for the sake of helping people in need?

2.  Why did God accommodate Moses?

3.  What comfort would this solution have provided Moses?

4a.  Please describe three other situations where God specifically provided a person to help one of His servants:

b.  Do you feel that God has given you someone in your life to help you?

c.  Likewise, do you feel that you have been an instrument for God’s purpose in truly helping someone else?

d.  Whether yes or no, how can you make yourself more ready to assist when and where a fellow disciple is in need?

5.  Verses 15-16 contain a simple summary of the method of communication from God, through Moses, to others.  Please describe this communication system in your own words:

6.  What made this possible (hint: Exodus 33:11)?

7. (OPTIONAL) How is this arrangement different from the Holy Spirit Gifts?

8.  How and to what extent can we take on these roles of Aaron and Moses today (hint: 1 Peter 4:11)?

Exodus 4:18 – “So Moses went and returned to Jethro”

1.  What does this verse reveal about the relationship between Moses and his father-in-law?

2.  What keyword in this verse reveals Moses’ true loyalty?

3.  Was Moses not being honest with Jethro?

4.  What would Jethro be thinking?

5.  What wisdom did Jethro show?

Exodus 4:19-23 - “Go, return to Egypt”

1.  Where was Moses when God spoke to him?

2.  What was he doing, if he is now told to go to Egypt?

3.  (v20) Do you think the choice to bring his family was a struggle for Moses?  How so?

4.  The last phrase of verse 20 initially seems like an insignificant fact.  But, what significance might there be in mentioning the “rod of God” given Moses’ earlier description of it in Exodus 4:2 and his later use of it Exodus 17?

5.  (v22) God then described Israel as His son.  What effect would this have had on Moses, being a father?

6.  Where else in the Bible does God describe Israel like this?

7.  What does verse 23 teach us about God?

Exodus 4:24-26 - “You are a husband of blood!”

1.  What was the significance of circumcision in the Old Testament (include verses)?

2.  Therefore, what does it suggest about Moses during his years in Midian that he didn’t have his children circumcised?

3.  However, why were an angel’s actions in verse 24 necessary?

4.  (v25) How did Zipporah understand the need for circumcision in this episode?

5a. Why was she angry with Moses?

b.  How old do you think Moses’ sons were?

6.  What untold information can we infer from these verses about:

a. Moses’ marriage?

b. Moses’ relationship with God the past forty years?

7.  Exodus 3 and 4 is filled with God’s goodness to Moses.  But, what can we learn of God’s severity in this encounter?

Exodus 4:27-28 – “Go into the wilderness to meet Moses”

1.  Where did Moses and Aaron meet?

2.  How far was this trip for Aaron?

3.  How far do you think Moses and his family had traveled thus far?

4.  Please describe the difficulties this caravan of at least five would have had to travel to Egypt, especially in light of verses 24-26?

5.  What encouragement could they have drawn from verse 28?

6.  Or, do you think that Moses’ family went back home after verse 26 (Exodus 18:2-3)?

7.  Is there ever another family in the Bible that makes a divinely-ordered trip to Egypt amid difficult circumstances?  Are there any parallels?

Exodus 4:29-31 – “So the people believed”

1.  Aaron and Moses began the task that God had given them.  What results did they achieve here initially?

2.  Why do you think Moses eventually chose to do what God wanted?

3.  Clearly, this is not a task that his natural mind wanted; what was his motivation?

4.  How has his relationship with God changed over the past two chapters?

5.  In these verses, God began to fulfill what He had told Moses he would do.  How would this affect Moses?

6.  God had been with Moses every step of the way as he accepted God’s will in his life.  What is the lesson for us (include verses like Psalm 9:10)?

Closing Questions

Throughout the past two chapters, Moses had been struggling to both accept and understand the will of God.  His account in Exodus 3 & 4 echoes the future struggles of another Bible character: Saul of Tarsus.  

1.  Please list and describe at least ten parallels between the lives of Moses and Paul (additional paper may be necessary):

“But what things were gain to me, these I have counted loss for Christ.” – Philippians 3:7

SECTION 5 - Exodus 5:1 – Exodus 7:6

With the struggle to make the right choice in the past, Moses must now begin the task appointed for him.  God has given him the victory over himself thus far, and now God will give him victory over Pharaoh.  Although the outcome of the coming conflict is certain, this first work for Moses will still be long, hard, and trying.  Thus, we as young disciples, also beginning our work for God, have much to learn from Moses as we see him persevere through early challenges.

Exodus 5:1 – “Let My people go”

1.  And so it began.  What did God, through Moses and Aaron, demand?

2.  Why demand only this, when God’s intent was so much more?

3.  How many times in the rest of Exodus was this particular demand given to Pharaoh?

4.  What kind of feast would this be?

5.  Or, was this declaration an example of God’s foreknowledge of the Passover?

Exodus 5:2-5 – “I do not know the LORD, nor will I let Israel go”

1.  Do you think Pharaoh was telling the truth?

2.  If you answered ‘yes’, what might that imply about Pharaoh?  If you answered ‘no’, what might that imply about the children of Israel?

3.  (v3) What did Aaron and Moses try to do in the first sentence of their response?

4.  Why a three day journey?

5. (OPTIONAL) What were Aaron and Moses trying to do in the last phrase of their appeal, given the intertwined relationship between the people of Israel and Egypt?

6.  Do the words of Aaron and Moses in verse 3 seem like they came from God (compare verse 1)?  

7.  Does your answer above indicate anything about the current strength and state of Aaron and Moses?

8.  (v4) Pharaoh responded to Aaron and Moses.  Who did he not acknowledge?

9.  His omission cost him dearly later.  Obviously, Pharaoh was never going to fully submit to God.  What did he care about in these verses?

10.  (v5) What do Pharaoh’s words hearken back to from Exodus 1?

Exodus 5:6-11 – “Let more work be laid on the men”

1.  There were two ways to harden clay into brick back in those times.  What were they?  As a suggestion, look up ‘brick’ in a Bible dictionary or refer to the online resources suggested in the opening letter.

2.  Thus, if straw was not available, how efficiently could brick be made for mass production?

3.  Thus, Pharaoh clearly knew this was an impossible task.  Yet, why did he assign it?

5.  What do the meanings of the Hebrew words for ‘taskmasters’ and ‘officers’ suggest about their role, respectively?

Strong’s number:  5065
Meaning:

Strong’s number:  7860
Meaning:

6.  How did Pharaoh attempt to control the people in verse 9?

7.  Despite their hard labors, the children of Israel ate well (Numbers 11:5).  What was Pharaoh trying to do to the people?

8.  Can this be a danger for us as well in the world we live in?  How can we prevent becoming enslaved to our jobs/lifestyle and forgetful of God?

Exodus 5:12-16 – “So the people were scattered abroad”


1.  What happened to the Hebrew workforce?

2.  What factors were working against the people’s ability to meet their quota?

3.  What would have been the mood of the nation?

4.  (v14) Some of the people were suffering physical punishment.  1 Peter 2:19-20 suggests the manner that a spiritual person should take suffering.  Thus, what might the reaction of the people to Pharaoh indicate about the spiritual health of the people?

5.  Why did the nation come to this point spiritually?  What warnings can we take from them?

6.  Why have they not turned to Aaron and Moses (and therefore God) for help?

Exodus 5:17-21 – “the children of Israel saw that they were in trouble”


1.  Pharaoh was impervious to the statement of truth in Israel’s appeal in verse 16.  He responded with accusations.  Why did he react this way?

2.  (v18) What is he trying to accomplish by laying this burden on the people of Israel?

3.  (v19) The phrase “saw that they were in trouble” is a tremendous understatement.  How do other versions render this?

4.  The Hebrew word for ‘trouble’ is translated as ‘evil’ in the KJV.  What else could this word mean?

Strong’s number:  7451
Meaning:

5.  Clearly, Israel had trying times ahead.  Typical of our flesh, the leaders assigned blame.  How could they so quickly turn on Moses and Aaron?

6.  (v20) Yet, what does this verse indicate about how Moses and Aaron felt towards the people?

7.  (v21) The people have not forgotten God; they simply despise Moses and Aaron.  What happened to their trust in Exodus 4:30-31?

8.  What kind of belief did the people truly have?

9.  What could the Hebrew word translated as ‘abhorred’ in the KJV also mean?

Strong’s number:  887

Meaning:

10.  Just how bad did the children of Israel view their situation under Moses and Aaron?

11.  How would the sons of Amram have felt at this time?

“Moses himself must be forged upon the anvil of trial” (Moses My Servant, p. 28)

Indeed, the burden of coping with hatred from his brethren must have been a fiery trial.  But:

“Blessed are you when they revile and persecute you, and say all kinds of evil against you falsely for My sake.” – Matthew 5:11

Our Father is always there to impart comfort during and blessing from trials, for Moses and us.

Exodus 5:22-23 – “So Moses returned to the LORD”

1.  Moses was shaken.  So what did he do?

2.  Why should we do the same in our lives?

3. (OPTIONAL) Please list at least three other examples in the Bible of people who returned to God in prayer during adversity:

4.  Why was Moses so disturbed?  Who was he concerned for?

5.  In Moses’ prayer, what was he seeking?

6.  Refer to Exodus 3:19 and 4:21.  What was Moses lacking?

7.  What lessons does Exodus 5 have for us in regards to persevering when our work for God seems unsuccessful?

“Moses is strengthened.  He will have no other strength in years to come than that he finds in God.  All men will forsake him, but the Lord will stand by him.” (Moses My Servant, p. 29)

Exodus 6:1-5 – “Now you shall see what I will do”

1.  Once again, God answered Moses’ questions.  What comfort could he have drawn from God’s response in verse 1?

2.  What did God declare here as His Name?

3.  In what ways was the revelation of this Name to Moses helpful for this man at this time?

4.  The first two questions of the workbook address the promises to Abraham and Jacob in Genesis 15 and 46, respectively.  How would hearing that God will keep these covenants affect Moses?

Exodus 6:6-9 – “I will take you as My people, and I will be your God”

1.  God sent a message for the people through Moses.

a. How many times does the phrase “I am the Lord” appear in this message?

b. How many times does the phrase “I will” appear in this message?

c. How do they relate?

2.  What effect could this message have had on the people?

3.  Why didn’t the people listen to God’s message?
4.  Did they show a lack of faith in God, no trust in Moses, or both?

5.  How can we also let hard times and anguished spirits obstruct our relationship with God?

6.  What does the Bible teach about difficult circumstances, unpleasant road bumps, and adverse conditions along our road to deliverance?

Exodus 6:10-13 – “for I am of uncircumcised lips”

1.  (v12) Moses was clearly rattled by his rejection from his own people.  He again felt unable to accomplish God’s purpose.  What did he say this time?

2.  What is the meaning of “uncircumcised lips”?

3a.  But, could Moses talk?

b.  So, what was he really trying to do here?

4.  (v13) God ended the matter by giving Moses a command.  Moses obeys despite his personal weakness.  What principle do we see here?

5.  Amidst today’s society, why is this principle so hard to implement in our lives when we are constantly influenced by our:

a. Humanistic culture?

b. Democratic governments?

Exodus 6:20 – “Now Amram took for himself Jochebed”

1.  Moses’ family was faithful and obedient to God; but they were unlike our families today.  What else was his mother?

2. (OPTIONAL) If Amram was not alive to see Moses’ return, what is the youngest age he could possibly be at Moses’ birth?

3. (OPTIONAL) Therefore, do you think Amram was alive to see these events?  Why?

Exodus 7:1-6 – “Then Moses and Aaron did so”

1.  Do you think that Exodus 6:28 – Exodus 7:6 is an elaboration of Exodus 6:10-13?  Why?

2.  Was Moses told anything new?

3.  Why do we need to hear things repeatedly?

4.  Like Moses, what helps has God given us to overcome this flaw of our mortality (forgetfulness)?

5.  How would God’s words to Moses in verse 1 remind him of what he has been told about God?

6. (OPTIONAL) Impressed by God’s words for them, Moses and Aaron followed the command of God.  This command is described as a charge in Exodus 6:13.  As disciples, what charges have we been given in the New Testament (for example: 1 Timothy 5:21)?

Closing Questions

In Exodus 3 and 4, God called Moses, though a broken and shattered man, to leave the lifestyle with which he had grown content.  God’s will was for Moses to become a leader of the people, although it is evident he did not want the duty.  In Exodus 5 & 6, Moses struggled to begin the vast and arduous work God had in store for him.  His endurance is an example to us.

1.  Therefore, please list and describe at least five lessons stemming from this section that apply either to the lifestyle choices we too must make to serve God or to our willingness to take on work, even though difficult, that advances God’s purpose:

2.  What aspect of the development of Moses’ character over the first six chapters of Exodus has been the most meaningful to you?  Why?
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